DRAFT
Monthly Board Meeting
Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
10 December 2015

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by the President, Nancy Jennings, at Immanuel Church On-The-Hill.  President Jennings made the following announcements:
· There is a list of meetings and other “flyer” announcements available
· SHA Board of Directors meetings are open to all members
· The Alexandria Gateway Project Update is available
· The Landmark Mall Redevelopment Update is available
Police Report:  Sgt. Lemuel Houston reported there were 27 cases involving 31 offenses in the past month—mostly minor cases—but 7 arrests.  Sgt. Houston provided safety “flyers” for those interested and answered several questions from the audience.
Minutes: The October Minutes and the November Minutes (with a minor correction) were approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Joanne Lepanto, newly elected Treasurer, reported that there was $31,656.84 in the SHA account.  She also said she had located the tax exempt number for SHA.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Area Reports: Carter Flemming, Area 2, said the TCW quarterly community meeting will be on 16 December.  Jack Sullivan, Area 5, said the City had done a good job this year on leaf pickup in Area 5.  Tom Fulton, Area 6, reported that the Fort Ward Park excavation project was on track and no graves had been found so the berm is on schedule for implementation.  Joanne Lepanto, Past President and head of the Nominating Committee, advised that Area 7 Rep Joe Franklin would be stepping down and Gladys Pettiford will take his place.  She recommended delaying the election of the At-Large SHA members until January when the new Area 7 Rep would also be elected.  Joe Fischer, At Large, reported on a 3-car accident recently at Quaker Lane and Trinity Drive.  Jim Durham, At Large, gave an update on the West End Transit Way.  He also said that the City Manager had been given directions by City Council to develop a new fiscal year budget with respect to property taxes during their retreat on 21 November.  Secretary Dick Hayes gave an update on the new Aldi’s Supermarket scheduled to open on 17 December.
Program:  Mary Biegel, SHA’s representative on the Stakeholders Advisory Group for the Patrick Henry Elementary School and Recreation Center, gave a comprehensive update on the project.  The school itself will cost about $40 Million and the recreation center $5.8 million.  It will be a 3-story building.  The schedule for the school is compressed with an architect to be chosen in January, a design chosen in February, and a School Board decision by June.
Neighbors have concerns about this project and many questions remain unanswered; for example, where the main entrance to the school might be located and how many if any playing fields will remain.  The concerns and controversies led to considerable discussion by the SHA Board.  It appears the neighbors want more ‘outdoor space’ while the City and School Board/Department of Recreation seem to be concentrating on ‘indoor space;’ a large Recreation Center.
Old Business:
Board Members’ feedback from the 12 November Annual Meeting was that attendance was very good; however, only one member of City Council showed up for the meeting.  A necessary vote was taken at the Annual Meeting related to SHA’s Make Our Streets Safe effort on Seminary Road and Quaker Lane because the City appeared to be “fast tracking” their ideas and plans.
Jim Durham gave a comprehensive update on the Make Our Streets Safe project.  He attended a recent City meeting—about the volume of traffic on Taylor Run Parkway and speeding on Seminary & Quaker—that he deemed “useless,” because it covered two different problems in two different neighborhoods, presented too many new ideas, and created too much emotion.
Board Members asked to have a program at the February 11th meeting on only the Make Our Streets Safe project with staff from T&ES, the Police Chief, and the Fire Department.  President Jennings will send out invitations.
New Business:
President Jennings gave a comprehensive update on the proposed Hot Lanes project on I-395 about which Transunion will speak in January.
Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM.
Richard Hayes, Recorder
Board Members present: President Jennings, Carter Flemming, Joanne Lepanto, Dick Hayes, Lillian Patterson, Richard Hunt, Jack Sullivan, Tom Fulton, Frank Putzu, Joe Fischer, and Jim Durham.

Others in attendance: Sgt. Houston, Mary Biegel, Carol James, and Carolyn Griglione. 
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