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This is my 9th opportunity to speak about events on Seminary Hill during the past year.  It’s been almost a decade since I became President and I will step down as the face of the Association—but I do not plan on leaving the Board—though I’m sure there are some who will be disappointed I am not going away.  Citizens across the City have common concerns but are divided to be conquered by staff.  There are several organizations where citizens connect—such as the Alexandria Federation of Civic Associations and the West End Coalition—and perhaps progress can be made on broader topics; for example:

· Currently the City has no policy regarding “best use” of open spaces when churches or other property owners make them available.  Recently they have all become affordable housing developments, but the City has other needs that do not place demands on already overwhelmed public resources and services, such as our tree canopy, open space, parking, and schools.  It would be good to define these needs and weigh them against each other when a project is proposed.

· The City is allowing developers to burden City services and ruin the quality of life in neighborhoods by the imposition of dense development under the politically correct guise of “affordable housing.”

· Unintended consequence of policies adopted in 2007 that created a crisis in the schools in the City of Alexandria.

My vision for Seminary Hill remains the same—keep it a lovely place to live—and defend it from becoming too dense with clogged streets and no trees.

As in past years, we who like Seminary Hill found ourselves opposed to the plans of developers, City staff, and Members of City Council, BUT NOT Mayor Allison Silberberg.  We thank her for her lone vote in OUR favor on many of these issues.  We stood firm in opposing projects, some of which were railroaded through, and have had to go to the Virginia courts to seek protection from the City.  This just makes me crazy.  We have had to hire lawyers at our own expense to fight against the City lawyers—whom we also pay—to force them to follow environmental, zoning and other regulations that they wish to ignore.  For example:

· A project to build up to 5 single family homes in a wooded ravine—it was originally known as Stuart’s Walks but is now Karig Estates—that was too dense and impacted the headwaters of Strawberry Run.  More than two acres of trees will be razed and homes nearby may be impacted.  

· A plan by the City to build affordable housing on the Fairlington Presbyterian Church parking lot that is too big for the zone and lacks the required open space.  The developer has seen fit to increase the number of parking spaces, so each unit would have one, certainly a requirement for a building that in 20 years will be sold as condominiums for a nice profit and no longer be “affordable.”  After getting “bonus density” for having affordable units, the developer also wants a bonus of a special reduction in required open space.  Two bennies like that are not supposed to happen and will impact our neighborhoods for a century.

· The plan by the ACPS to build a new stadium with lights at T. C. Williams took a crazy turn this year.  In order to circumvent the 60-foor height restriction on all school properties and to not appear to be discriminating against the neighbors, the City decided to wave the height restriction for lighting on all fields; 34 at schools and in parks as well as at 18 dog parks.

· Stay tuned for next year when the City plans to change the noise ordinance so that those using playing fields will not be in violation of noise regulations; for example, the band practicing on the T. C. Williams field at night or crowds at soccer games cheering.  The current sound system at the T. C. Williams stadium has never been in compliance with the noise ordinance and, despite claims by City staff, the new one will not be either, depending on how much the new Mayor and members of City Council will increase the decibels allowed.

Perhaps good news from 2018

· Our taxes did not go up again this year, only our fees, because this is an election year.  It’s not hard to predict that we will see a tax increases in the next couple of years even though Alexandria has one of the highest tax bases in Northern Virginia.  If the Potomac Yard Metro station is never built because of environmental issues, the planning effort will certainly cost us lots more.  If the Metro is built, there will be more taxes for it.  In addition, we can expect hefty increases in fees to fix the combined sewer system that now dumps raw sewage into the Potomac River.  Those will show up on your Alexandria Renew bill.  

· Seminary Hill and two other civic groups that worked together—Clover College Park and Taylor Run—and began improvements to reduce traffic congestion on our streets decided to NOT disband the Central Alexandria Traffic Task Force as City staff recommended but to continue to work together on this problem that has no easy solution.  A special thanks to Jim Durham for all his efforts with the task force and our neighbors.  He will give you and update under Old Business.

· Fort Ward Park is now on the National Historic Registry—a further protection of those acres from developers—thanks to Fran Terrell and her neighbors.

I’ll close by reminding you that 
· Information on all of these issues is posted on the Seminary Hill website
· You are invited to subscribe to the Seminary Hill e-news
· You are always welcome to attend the monthly Board of Directors’ meetings,
· But MOST IMPORTANT become involved in civic issues that concern you!
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