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Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
Monthly Board of Director’s Meeting
Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 7:30 PM
Parish House, Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA

Announcements:  President Jennings asked everyone to please sign in.  She also said there was a water bottle left over from the last meeting (nobody claimed the water bottle), the vote on getting a grant for studying Alexandria’s ship ruins came in second, the Agenda Alexandria Program is sponsoring “Telling the Freedman’s Story” on 26 February, and there will be a meeting on February 12th on the Eisenhower West/Landmark Van Dorn Implementation Plan.

Police Report:  Sgt. Houston was not available due to illness.

Sheriff’s Report: Chief Joe Pankey said there were 20 new employees in the Department.  He also said there will be A City of Alexandria forum on 28 February from 7 to 9 PM on the Opioid problem and what the City is doing about it.

Minutes:  The Minutes for the December meeting were approved with a minor change.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Joanne Lepanto reported that there was $30,533.82 in the SHA account.  She also received authorization to pay Digital Phenom $220 for services and to make the donation of $400 to the Immanuel Church-On-The-Hill in Dan Kelly’s name.

Area Reports: Dick Hobson, Area 3, complimented the City for street improvements on Quaker Lane; Tom Fulton, Area 6, said that the homeowners in Marlboro Estates have paid for a storm water retention pond and thus should not be charged a storm water fee.  Jack Sullivan, Area 5, discussed the storm-water fee appeal process; meanwhile residents are continuing to research documents from the 1970s.  Jim Rowley, Area 7, discussed the false-alarm bomb threat at Francis Hammond Middle School made by a 13-year-old student.  Paul Judge, Area 9, said there will be a Seminary Ridge Civic Association meeting at the end of the month.  He raised questions about the tax base decisions by the City.  He would like someone from the City to explain the sudden rise in City taxes.  There followed a general discussion concerning taxes and the storm water fee.  Joanne Lepanto, said she would also like to be briefed by a City representative on the tax situation at a very near future SHA meeting.  David Gortner, VTS Seminary, said they have been having a problem with cut through traffic but the problem seems to be going away.

Updates:  No Program nor Old Business:
· Karig Estates Plan – the appeal to City Council was not successful.  The decision was based on ‘law’ rather than ‘common sense’.  Jack Sullivan and Bill Goff stated their feelings on the issue.  Robert Ray, a candidate for City Council and a member of the audience asked about the ‘legality’ of the issue.  Jack Sullivan explained the rationale.
· TCW Stadium – Bill Goff said there was not much new to report.  There is ongoing discussion on whether we need another high school and, if so, where it should be located.  Lots of discussion followed.
· Affordable Housing at Fairlington Presbyterian Church – there was a general discussion about the whole affordable housing situation in the City.  Meanwhile, the neighbors to the Church would like to ‘recruit’ some subject matter experts to help them respond to the current plan.

New Business:  Jack Sullivan said he would like a brief before the next citywide election on School Board issues at a future SHA meeting by the Area B School Board Representatives.

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM. 

Richard J. Hayes, Recorder.

Attendees: President Jennings, Carter Flemming, Joanne Lepanto, Dick Hayes, Carol Johnson, Bill Goff, Dick Hobson, Jack Sullivan, Tom Fulton, Jim Rowley, Frank Putzu, Paul Judge, Joe Fischer, Frances Terrell, and David Gortner.

Others in Attendance: Mayor Silberberg, Chief Pankey, Robert Ray, Beth Chase, Bette Smith, Carolyn Griglione, William Wannisky, Calvin Terrell, Mimi Goff, and Marianne Coates.
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