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Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
Monthly Board of Director’s Meeting
Thursday, 14 June 2018 at 7:30 PM
Parish House, Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA

Announcements:  Acting President Jack Sullivan asked everyone to please sign in and invited all to attend the Agenda Alexandria meeting at the Beth El Hebrew Congregation to celebrate 20 years of civil dialogue.

Police Report:  Alexandria Police Department officer Patrick Lennon—soon to be Sgt—was introduced as the new liaison officer between SHA and the APD.  He said there were 53 incidents in the SHA area last month, but none were serious.  Tom Fulton questioned him about an incident in front of his house where a car was left running with its lights on for several hours.  He contacted the APD, but the car sped off when an officer arrived, but no chase was made since no crime had been committed, which is APD policy.

Sheriff’s Report:  Captain Pankey gave a brief on the various community academies available that could address citizen concerns.  He also said they will be graduating 10 new deputies and 11 more will start training soon.

Minutes:  The Minutes of the May meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Joanne Lepanto reported that the SHA bank account contained $30,313.82.

Area Reports:  Bill Goff, Area 2, reported that attorneys were working the TCW light issue; Dick Hobson, Area 3, reported that lights were being replaced at the intersection of Seminary Road and Quaker Lane; Tom Fulton, Area 6, said he attended the Fairlington Presbyterian Church Affordable Housing Concept briefing by the Wesley organization and provided an overview of the meeting.  The project was discussed in more detail later.

Program:  Representatives from the City staff—Helen Mclivaine, Rob Kearns, and Bob Garbacz—provided an update and answered questions concerning the planned Affordable Housing Concept for Fairlington Presbyterian Church.  The concept calls for 83 apartment units, 4 stories high with mechanical equipment (AC/Heat) infrastructure on the roof.  The principal objections from the audience concerned parking, community involvement in the planning process, the requirement for more City infrastructure such as school capacity for the residents, and most of all the increased traffic problems.  Basically, the roads around the planned development (N. Early Street, Menokin Drive, and Van Dorn Street) are already traffic saturated.  City staff kept saying the increased traffic would only happen at ‘peak driving times’ but the residents say there is no such thing as ‘peak driving time’ because there is a traffic logjam every day at those intersections all day long – mostly because of out of area through traffic.  What followed was considerable discussion and the audience was not happy with the City staff presentation and answers to questions.

Old Business:

Central Alexandria Traffic Task Force:  At-Large Jim Durham gave an update on the Task Force.  City staff would like to disband the Task Force because the City staff already does ‘extensive outreach.’  Civic leaders think there is value in staying connected and continuing to work together on these type issues.  Jim also discussed planned improvements on Duke Street, such as widening the ramp from Duke Street East to Telegraph Road and making the right lane on Duke Street between Witter and Telegraph Road channel directly onto the ramp.  He also stated that there is a plan to possibly restrict West Taylor Run access onto Telegraph Road.  If left turns from West Taylor Run were prohibited, cut through traffic would be reduced but nearby streets would likely be impacted.

New Business:

Candidate Forum run by the West End Coalition:  SHA Board approved a $200 donation to help support the forum.

Landmark Mall Redevelopment:  The Howard Hughes Corporation is in discussion with Seritage Growth Properties, which owns the Sears property, to form a joint venture to redevelop the mall.  There would be residential and business but no commercial buildings as the City already has excessive commercial building space.

Beauregard Small Area Plan:  Morgan properties plans to hold the Hamlets – 2600 units on 150 acres – long term.  Some of the office buildings on N. Beauregard Street, near Seminary Road across from Mark Center, have been bought and will be converted to residential.

Other:  A member of SHA, Carolyn Griglione, said there is a rumor that Inova Alexandria Hospital is looking to move to a central location within the City that would combine a new hospital with doctor’s offices and outpatient clinics.  If that happens, the old hospital would be demolished, and no one knows anything about the future for the site. 

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.

Richard Hayes, Recorder

Attendees: Carter Flemming, Joanne Lepanto, Dick Hayes, Carol Johnson, Bill Goff, Dick Hobson, Jack Sullivan, Tom Fulton, Jim Rowley, Paul Judge, Joe Fischer, Jim Durham, Frances Terrell, David Gortner, and Christina Holt.

Others in Attendance: Mayor Silberberg, Officer Patrick Lennon, Sgt. Matthew Weinert, Chief Pankey, Robert Ray,  Carolyn Griglione, Beth Chase, Calvin Terrell, Phylius Burks, and Harriett McCune.  Several other attendees did not sign in including the City staff.
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