
Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
Monthly Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, January 12, 2022, 7:00 p.m.
Immanuel-on-the-Hill Church
3606 Seminary Road

MEETING MINUTES

Introduction of New VTS Representative – Linda Dienno was introduced as the new representative, replacing Ross Kane.

Police and Sheriff Reports – Sergeant Loren King was not able to join us for this meeting. Sergeant Cassandra Branch reported as follows: Sheriff’s Office has welcomed 10 new recruits. They are continuing to support local food distribution sites throughout the city. Currently the department is going through their accreditation process making sure the inmates get what they need and that the building is up to standards. There is an increase in Mental Health cases in the city and the Sheriff’s department is working closely with the Police department and the staff at the hospital to assist them during this period of increased mental health cases, so they are not simply placed in jail not getting proper care.

[bookmark: _Hlk126678434]Comments and Q&A with City Councilors – Amy Jackson & Kirk McPike spent about an hour hearing from the board and others. Members raised concerns on Duke Street Bus Rapid Transit Way, re-naming of street, the Alexandria West Plan, trash at Hammond, and Zoning for Housing. 

· Hammond: Amy asked if the trash problem had been addressed as she was told. Answer was no. 
· Seminary Road Diet Report: The seven-page letter to the city with concerns regarding the city’s Seminary Road project post-implementation report was discussed. Amy Jackson asked for a copy of the response from the City Manager (which was subsequently sent to her by the SHA president).
· Duke Street Transit Way: Fran Vogel, president of Strawberry Hill Civic Association, and who attends the Duke Street Advisory Group meetings, explained that the voices of the residents are not listened to. They only listen to Staff, COG and bike members. Jeannie Jacob discussed the proposal for two lanes down the center, asking how drivers will be able to get to their streets and questioning the safety of pedestrians walking across what could be four lanes of traffic at several places. Amy Jackson informed SHA that, at their Council retreat, DASH provided information stating that it does not have the money to purchase the buses needed to support the transitway. They did not win a grant for new electric buses because they were late in submission. She also questioned the legality of students using DASH as school buses.
· Zoning for Housing: SHA asked Council to be vigilant. It was noted that, over the last 10 years, the city’s population grew by more than 20,000 people, while the city has become less diverse and less affordable. A member opined that the only ones that will be making the money are the developers and that the contemplated zoning changes are all developer driven. The Mayor has directed staff to lump all zoning changes together in a single package to be presented to the community for discussion. The concern is that residents will not be able to thoroughly understand what they are looking at and that the Mayor has already decided what will happen. 
· Re-naming of Streets: Carter Flemming: The City process changed from requiring 75% of residents on a street to approve a change in the name of a street to just 25%, which did that result in any approved changes. Then advocates went door-to-door to solicit support and that did not work wither. So now the mayor has said he knows what’s best and the city will move forward with name changes anyway. Kirk McPike pointed out that the city names streets with resolutions, so that the changes could be made without a resident approval process. Amy Jackson brought up the fact that now there are three Council members on the naming committee, John Chapman, Sarah Bagley and Alyia Gaskins.  
	
Minutes from December 2022 meeting – The board voted unanimously to approve the minutes.

Treasurer’s Report – SHA’s total available resources as of 1/8/2023 are $22,380.08. Since last month, we have received no donations and had expenses of $250.00 for technology support. There is also a separate FOIA fund. Members were encouraged to propose FOIA requests that SHA could support with funding.

Area Reports – Area 3 rep Bill Rossello reported that the new four-way stop sign on Janneys Lane has been installed. It was a little tough at the beginning, but now seems to be running smoothly. Area 9 rep Krista Ludwig reported that Seminary Ridge residents are concerned about the future development of the INOVA property. Carter once again informed all that once the property is purchased the new owner can apply to have the zoning changed. It was noted that SHA needs to stay on top of this issue. 

Reports from Others: SSSAS rep Beth Chase reported that students are back from Christmas break and all is well on campus. SSSAS is beginning the construction process on the new dining hall on the upper school campus. EHS rep Christina Hold reported that students are back from Christmas break. The new dorms are open and construction on the health and wellness center is expected to be completed in the next month. VTS rep Linda Dienno reported that the visitors center is under construction, but will remain open. The dog park is now open to all. Campus is in “Jan” term, so the campus is very quiet. Café 1823 is still open as well as The Flamingo. The Bicentennial of the Seminary is this year, and we will be celebrating this in October, and all are invited. 

Old Business
Zoning for Housing: This topic was covered in the discussion with Amy Jackson & Kirk McPike.
Duke Street Bus Rapid Transit:  The city’s contract engineers are beginning to raise concerns about the feasibility of some of the proposed design features due to the available space in the thoroughfare.  
Hammond lights and SHA letter to Director Moritz: Frank Putzu updated SHA on the status of the lights at Hammond. Back in early October a letter was sent to the planning director asking for determination under the zoning code for 4 determinations. 1. Was it appropriate that Parks and Rec should be the applicant and sign the staff report; 2. The 35-foot setback requirement for congregational recreational facilities is mandatory; 3. ACPS holds the DSP for this site. There is a section in the DSP that states that there will be no lights on the field unless ACPS gets the permit. Two permit activity holders for the same activity at the same site is improper; 4. Since the DSP and SUP conflict, which one take precedence. Another letter was sent in December after no response stating that under VA Law that he had 90 days to respond. He sent a response back that did not respond to anything. However, he did seem to say that once the Planning Commission and Council voted on it the zoning requirements are irrelevant. An email was sent back asking for clarification but has not heard back from him. DHA and affected residents are evaluating legal options.  This is not just Hammond because 3 of the 5 sites do not have 35ft set back. Frank will keep SHA posted on events as they happen.
Seminary Road report and SHA letter to City Manager: Bill Rossello reported that the city manager had finally responded to SHA’s seven-page letter, supporting city staff assertions, while acknowledging that the report had errors. There was a Washington Post editorial supportive of a road diet on Connecticut Ave NW in DC. It cited Seminary Rd Diet as an example of a successful road diet because of the 75% increase in bike ridership 75%. They did not mention that the increase was from 4 riders per day to just 7, nor did they mention the 8 instances when pedestrian islands were destroyed by vehicles. The city manager stands behind the staff’s conclusion that Seminary Road Diet was a success.
New Business
By-laws and areas: President Rossello brought to the Boards attention that SHA needs to review who are members? Kids? Students? We are inclusive and need to get that out to the community. He also suggested that it may be better for SHA to reduce the number of areas within the territory.
Alexandria West Plan: Staff is pushing for community input but not for overall planning. Seminary West Association has reached out to us and wants SHA support during this process not just the Beauregard Planning Committee. It was voted on and passed SHA will support an Advisory Group for the Seminary West Group. 
Stormwater Projects: The next meetings regarding Strawberry Run and Taylor Run will be on 1/26/2023 and 1/31/2023, respectively.
Board Member Attendees: Carter Flemming, Tom Fulton, Nancy Jennings, Bill Goff,  Kathy McAfee, Terrell, Bette Smith, Richard Hunt, Jim Rowley, Frank Putzu, Bill Rossello, Linda Dienno, Christina Holt, Krista Ludwig

Others in Attendance: Cassandra Branch, Beth Chase, Harriett McCune, Jeannie Jacob, Fran Vogel, Chuck Raasch, among others.

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy McAfee




