Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
Monthly Board of Director’s Meeting
Thursday, June 18, 2020 at 7:30 PM
Virtual Meeting Held Electronically

Sheriff’s Report:  Captain Oliver said everyone is staying healthy at the jail and she reminded everyone that there is a Sheriff’s Web Page.

Police Report:  There was no Police Report as Officer Lennon was not available.

Program: Natural Resources in the Seminary Hill Area and How to Preserve Them by Rod Simmons, Natural Resources Manager, Department of Recreation and Parks.

Rod led off by advising us that he was speaking as a private citizen and not an employee of the Alexandria City Government. He said that the City plans to renovate the Taylor Run stream along the Chinquapin Park and First Baptist Church drainage areas by cutting 265 trees and installing concrete or similar type sluices to control the flow of the water at a cost of $4.5M, half of which will come from state funding. Rod indicated that the Stormwater Division of the City had not consulted or coordinated with him and his department on this project. Rod said the city’s plan will basically destroy the city’s last remaining rare Acidic Seepage Swamp and it cannot be replanted or replaced after such destruction. Rod’s recommendation is to continue to use some boulders where necessary as has been done, but letting vegetation and other natural plants control and direct the water flow. He stated that this is basically a clean, healthy stream, and does not need this type of destructive overhaul. Overall, Rod prefers the environmental path as opposed to denuding trees and other natural canopy to do a project that has questionable value in terms of protecting the Chesapeake Bay watershed. As of right now, it appears that the City will pursue the path that was presented by Jesse Maines of the city’s Stormwater Division to the SHA Board at the February meeting. There were several comments by the audience basically calling into question why so many trees and other natural vegetation needed to be denuded or destroyed for the project.  One participant asked whether the City plans to denude Strawberry Run and Rod said yes, though some modifications have been made to that project to lessen the impact. Comments were made that the city appeared to be operating in silos and not coordinating between departments. The board voted that President Flemming would write a letter to the city asking for increased opportunities for the public to learn about the need for and the environmental impacts of this project. Overall, the presentation was well received.

Minutes: The Minutes from the February meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Nancy Jennings reported that the balance at the end of May was $24,232.21.  All bills were paid.

Area Reports:  Frances Terrell, Area 1, said the demographics of her area were changing fast; Jack Sullivan, Area 5, reported that there were 2 incidents of people trying to get into cars in the North Ivanhoe Street area; Babette Smith, Area 6, reminded everyone that the City will now be collecting yard debris on Friday’s; Paul Judge, Area 9, reported that there were several issues being discussed by the Seminary Ridge Civic Association with most people split on their opinions – they will work them out; and Christina Holt, EHS, said they plan to open school on time and the construction projects are on target.

Old Business: 
MacArthur School Rebuild Project – Bill Pfister reported that there were 3 basic design inputs to the Advisory Group as of the end of May.  They are under advisement and the next meeting will be on 24 June.
COG Recommendation for Additional Housing in Alexandria –– President Flemming spoke to City Council on this issue raising questions about why the city was rushing to adopt these COG recommendations that will further increase density in our city without more citizen input. She cited the lack of cost information and specifics about how the city planned to achieve the very ambitious goals that the city was pledging to reach. We will keep on top of this issue.

New Business:
By Law Amendments for SHA Virtual Meetings were approved by the Board and will be ratified by the membership at the next Annual Meeting.
Trinity Drive Speed Bumps – Residents along Trinity Drive, especially those belonging to the CCPCA, had initiated a successful petition asking for speed bumps to be installed along Trinity Drive between Quaker Ln. and Princeton Blvd. The city asked SHA to endorse this project. SHA polled our SHA residents living along that corridor and our SHA residents did not favor the addition of speed bumps. Based upon the results of the SHA poll, SHA declined to support the project. City staff will go forward with the installation of the speed bumps.
Fort Ward Playground – Tom Fulton said the design looked good but not very inspirational.  Frances Terrell said there were no gravesites at the new location.
Duke Street Transitway Funding – NVTA will grant Alexandria the remaining $75 million for this project that is estimated to cost $87 million. There are lots of unanswered questions about this project, especially with the news that it is likely that Landmark Mall will once again be sold, so redevelopment efforts there will be further delayed. There are issues regarding taking property or car lanes to create Bus Rapid Transit lanes without any data to indicate that transit ridership would support such a project. Residents stated that the intersection at Duke and Telegraph is creating the bottleneck traffic gridlock and questioned why that is not being addressed before considering bus lanes.
Possible Joint Civic Association Effort to Increase Transparency for Applications to City Boards – When applications are posted with the Council docket for appointments to city boards and commissions, the public is only able to see the names of the applicants, but not their background or reasons for wishing to serve, despite that the application form states very clearly that the information provided is public. The board voted to authorize President Flemming to write a letter to Council asking that these applications be made public as part of the docket materials. President Flemming will ask other civic associations if they wish to join SHA in this effort. 
BZA Hearing For Sign on Key Drive – The BZA upheld the City’s ruling that the sign concerning Seminary Road must come down because it doesn’t conform to size and regulations. The owner is appealing the decision to the Circuit Court.
FOIA on Go Fund Me –Frank Putzu said we may need a Go Fund Me to offset the thousands of dollars in cost to get more information on the Seminary Road diet decision, especially the Alexandria Fire Department’s role. 
TC Williams Re-Naming Effort – There is a petition going around to change the name of the school and it will be submitted to the School Board for their consideration.

Upcoming Meetings:
June 24th Alexandria Federation of Civic Association Virtual Meeting 7:00 PM
June 27th West End Coalition Virtual Meeting 10:00 – 11:30
July 13th Alexandria Transportation Commission Meeting, City Hall, 7:00 PM

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.
Richard J. Hayes, Recorder
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