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The Board of Directors of Seminary Hill Association, Inc., met for an Executive Session at the home of Vice President Carter Flemming—1403 Bishop Lane, Alexandria VA—to discuss an item on the City Council’s agenda for 14 December 2013; Docket Item #8, The Development Special Use Permit 2013 – 0014, concerning tennis courts and lights at T. C. Williams High School (TCW).  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by President Nancy Jennings.

There was a general discussion concerning talking points to be used at the City Council meeting by SHA members including the Seminary Civic Association.  The Alexandria Planning Commission on December 3, 2013 approved the six tennis courts in a 6-0 vote but disapproved the lights on the courts in a split vote 3-2 vote.  SHA Board Members are not opposed to providing tennis courts for the TCW students but did oppose the installation of lights for several reasons.  First, the lights (and noise at night) will impact the nearby neighbors.  Second, the installation of lights would violate a long standing agreement/deal that no lights will be built on athletic fields at the TCW campus.  Allowing for lights at the tennis courts would create a precedent that would probably lead to lights at the TCW football field.

SHA Board Members discussed comments made during the 5 December 2013 School Board meeting, such as installing the conduits and junction boxes for the proposed lights at a future date and also amending the DSUP, which would “open the door” to a revision of the site plan approved for the construction of TCW and thus revisit the decisions on lights at the athletic fields.  ACPS staff noted during the School Board meeting that the community was told repeatedly by the Athletic Director, tennis coach, and ACPS staff that the students had no need for lights at the new tennis courts.  SHA Board Members were surprised to learn from the School Board meeting that the ACPS has no funds now or in the near future to install the lights on the tennis courts.  ACPS staff noted that the Parks and Recreation Department appears to be the “driver” for the addition of the lights to this project.  SHA Board Members speculated that if City Council were to approve the installation of lights at the tennis courts, the Parks and Recreation Department may suddenly come up with the funds and “transfer” them to ACPS or by some other budget “drill.”

SHA Board Members updated a motion they had passed at the October monthly meeting and passed a new motion unanimously that 

“Seminary Civic Association and Seminary Hill Association, Inc. support the construction of school tennis courts on the T. C. Williams campus and supports the continuation of the prohibition of lighting on any athletic fields, such as tennis courts and the football stadium.”

President Jennings will testify at the City Council meeting on 14 December 2013 that SHA has no real objections to the proposed tennis courts but opposes the installation of lights (and associated conduits & junction boxes).  She plans to discuss the background of Area 1—an historic community—and how the City of Alexandria formalized a long-standing 40-year agreement that prohibits lights on the athletic fields and thus protects the quality of life in the single-family residential neighborhood adjacent to TCW.  In addition, the SHA Board of Directors unanimously approved of sending to City Council a copy of the transcript of the School Board’s discussion about the tennis courts that was prepared by President Jennings.
They also unanimously approved a motion for President Jennings to send a cover letter via email to the City Council prior to the 14 December 2013 meeting addressing five major points:
1. Disappointment that the School Board had no knowledge of the City Council approved long-standing agreement not to have lights at TCW athletic fields.
2. Currently no funds are budgeted for the lights.
3. The suggestions of the School Board that the ACPS could evade the City’s decision by “just sort of slide this stuff in and call it trim.  Some extra trim.”
4. The students have no need for lights at the tennis courts.
5. The gratuitous insults from School Board members against neighbors who oppose this proposal.

At least three SHA Board Members plan to testify to City Council on this item:  President Jennings, Vice President Flemming, and Area 8 representative Frank Putzu.  Area 1 representative Lillian Patterson will ask at least one of her neighbors to testify and others to write to City Council.  Several residents in Area 2 near Vice President Flemming also intend to testify concerning the impact on the neighborhood.

The meeting was adjourned by President Jennings at 9:13 PM.

Richard J. Hayes
Secretary and Recorder

Attendees:  President Nancy Jennings, Carter Flemming, Dick Hayes, Richard Hunt, Tom Fulton, Lillian Patterson, Joanne Lepanto, and Frank Putzu 
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