


Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
Monthly Board Meeting
09 January 2014


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by President Nancy Jennings at Immanuel Church On-The-Hill.  President Jennings made several announcements:
· A schedule of forthcoming Alexandria meetings was available for those interested as well as a list of SHA meetings.
Police Report:  SGT Houston, Police Liaison, was asked to present first and reported that there were 24 offenses this past month, down from 35 in the SHA area the month before.  Only one was a phone taken from a car.  
Minutes:  The Board of Directors approved the minutes of the two meetings held in December 2013.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Treasurer’s Report:  The Board then heard and approved the Treasurer’s Report stating that the SHA account now totaled $29,844.60.  Treasurer Jack Sullivan is recommending a spring membership drive for 2014.
Area Reports:  Dick Hobson, Area 3, reported work is planned on Trinity Street.  Residents in Area 5 had complained about the construction lights on the new elevator for the Inova Hospital shining too brightly during the holidays.  Joe Fischer said he would bring the matter to the attention of hospital administrators.  He also reported a new fence will be constructed on a property on Quaker Lane.  Frank Putzu, Area 8, reported the leaves in his neighborhood were finally collected.  Heather Zdancewicz gave an update on the construction of the chapel at the Virginia Theological Seminary.
Old Business:
City Council approved lights on the six new tennis courts for T. C. Williams High School over the advice of the Planning Commission and objections of SHA and nearby residents.  All agreed this was a bad precedent, and Frank Putzu pondered where the School Board/ACPS would get the money for them since less than $500,000 was budgeted for the courts and they are now projected to cost $850,000 and the lights would add another $250,000 (a $600,000 gap).
City Council rejected a staff recommendation to change the Protest Section of City Code 11-808, which was seen by Board Members as a minor win for citizens.  The proposed changes would have no real effect in the SHA area.
SHA will not send a letter this year about the poor service of the City’s leaf pick-up program but will monitor it more closely in the fall of 2014.
Parking spaces on a section of King Street between Callahan Drive and Janney’s Lane were converted to a bike lane over the objections of the property owners nearby.
Members of the Eisenhower West Small Area Plan Steering Committee have yet to be announced.  Planning in that corridor may be delayed because the City’s plans for Potomac Yard were not acceptable to federal agencies.
Staff is expected to release soon the City’s plan for Fort Ward Park and a general Parks Improvement Plan for other parks in the City.
A hotel proposed for the waterfront Plan—at Duke and South Union Streets—would be 40 percent bigger than allowed in the plan.  It was approved by the Planning Commission and slated for City Council.  One Board Member described it at an “obese Motel 6.”
The decision continued over electronic voting (email) for the SHA Board and new wording for the By Laws was proposed.  Ann Henshaw reported that Seminary Ridge has electronic voting in their By Laws.  Frank Putzu will look at Area 9’s wording and craft wording for SHA’s Board to consider in February.
New Business:  
Area 6 has been unsuccessful for 9 months in getting Dominion Power to repair a number of street lights that are out.  President Jennings will bring the problem to the attention of the Mayor.
Staff in T&ES is proposing adding flashing 15 mph school signs on King Street by T. C. Williams High School.
Pango launched a mobile app for parking using City meters.  
The meeting adjourned at about 8:50 PM then the Board held an executive session.
Executive Session:  
After the regular monthly meeting, President Jennings convened an executive session of the SHA Board to evaluate candidates to fill two vacant positions:  Area 7 and “At Large.”  Joe Franklin and Jim Durham introduced themselves and described their interests in City issues.  Joe works for a trade association and has three children who attended St. Stephens and T. C. Williams Schools.  Jim is a Navy veteran of 26 years who then worked as a consultant for 16 years and is now retired.  He is interested in the budget, schools, transportation, and the Eisenhower West Plan.  After the candidates left the meeting, the Board unanimously elected Joe to Area 7 representative and Jim to an At Large position.
Heather Zdancewicz, Recorder

Board Members present: Nancy Jennings, Carter Flemming, Jack Sullivan, Lilian Patterson, Dick Hobson, Frank Putzu, Ann Henshaw, Joe Fischer, Boota De Butts, and Heather Zdancewicz.

Others in attendance included: SGT Houston, James Durham, Joe Franklin, William Wannisky, Mike Wayne, and Sharon Annear.
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