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Welcome and Introductions:  At about 7:40 pm, President Nan Jennings introduced members of the Board of Directors and recognized Council Member Del Pepper who was in the audience.  She thanked everyone for attending and especially David Gortner from the VTS for allowing us to use their spaces and hosting the meeting.  The proposed agenda for the meeting was adopted.  

Minutes: The minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  SHA’s total available resources are $30,472.83. The report was approved.  

Annual Report: President Jennings next made the Annual Report of events affecting or occurring in SHA since the last Annual Meeting.  She noted SHA residents continue to try to protect our quality of life from increased density and parking reductions—i.e. Karig Estates (formerly Stuart’s Walk) and an affordable housing project at the Fairlington Presbyterian Church—and had seen progress in restoring Fort Ward Park, slowing traffic on Quaker Lane and Seminary Road, and keeping our children in the local elementary school.  She lamented that the City now has one of the highest tax bases in Northern Virginia and will have an additional tax in the form of a fee on storm-water use.  She detailed the continuing frustration with the School Board and the Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) opining that the School Board got WAY too much money from City Council—$600 M—and the members of Council and the City staff have no oversight of how these funds are spent.  Also, the cost of the new Patrick Henry School continues to rise and the School Board and ACPS continue to pursue the abrogation of conditions in the DSUP for the T. C. Williams High School (TCW):  Condition 69 the Community Advisory Committee and Condition 85 that prohibit lights on the school’s fields.  

Election of Officers and Area Representatives:  Joanne Lepanto, Treasurer, Past President and Chair of the Nominating Committee announced the slate of nominees to serve as officers and directors of SHA for the 2017-2018 term:

President	Nan Jennings	Area 4 Rep	Richard Hunt
Vice President	Carter Flemming	Area 5 Rep	Jack Sullivan
Treasurer:	Joanne Lepanto	Area 6 Rep	Tom Fulton
Secretary:	Richard Hayes	Area 7 Rep	Jim Rowley
Area 1 Rep	Carol Johnson	Area 8 Rep	Frank Putzu
Area 2 Rep	Bill Goff	Area 9 Rep	Paul Judge
Area 3 Rep	Dick Hobson

The proposed slate was approved by the membership present, then Joanne recognized Lillian Patterson and thanked her for her services to SHA as she is resigning her Member At Large position after many years of service.  Frances Terrell, an Area 1 resident, will join the Board as a Member At Large along with Joe Fischer and Jim Durham.

Program:  President Jennings introduced the speaker for the evening, the new TCW principal, Peter Balas, He gave a short history of his experiences working in the ACPS for the past 17 years and then explained changes being made and challenges faced at TCW.
· In the past, when the Freshmen class located on the TCW Minnie Howard Campus moved to the main TCW campus, their Administrators also moved with them.  Under the new system instituted, the Administrators will remain at the Minnie Howard Campus and not move each year; thus ensuring continuity with policies and procedures.  
· The new International Academy at TCW will accommodate over 800 students who need training on English as a second language.  
· The biggest academic problem currently at TCW is in scores on mathematics tests.  The teachers are working very hard to solve this issue.
· Security issues both inside and outside school relate to the problem of some students leaving during the day.  He is setting up an outside security system to monitor and correct the problem.
· Because of overcrowding at TCW, the City needs a new High School.  Several options are being discussed by the Alexandria School Board.

Principal Balas answered several questions from the audience about student performance and needs.  SHA members were interested in his ‘take’ on the proposal to install lights at the TCW athletic fields.  His answer was that the decision was ‘above my paygrade’.  Overall, the presentation was well received.

New Business:  Jim Durham, a member of the SHA Task Force, gave an update on the Central Alexandria Traffic Study.  The Task Force received citizen input, did data collection, reviewed the data collection with City staff, and documented the traffic that was coming from out of the area (25% from Maryland).  Jim next presented a letter thanking the City for undertaking the initial phase of the study and included several guiding principles for selecting appropriate mitigation strategies.  The letter was approved by most SHA members with several changes.  Two members were opposed to the letter. 

Having no further business, the Annual Meeting adjourned at 9:15.

Richard J. Hayes, Secretary
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