Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
Monthly Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, June 9, 2022, 7:00 p.m.
In-Person and Virtual Electronic Meeting 

Minutes

Police Report – Sergeant Loren King
11 Assaults with 4 arrest all others are being investigated. 4 Destruction of property cases. 2 disorderly, 1 trespassing case. A drug arrest at EHS (Juvenile). 10 larceny offences-these are mostly air bags and catalytic converters being taken from cars. These are considered “victim less” cases and are low priority do to staffing issues.1 Juvenile was assaulted by 5 others at Bradlee. 3 weapons charges-Student at Minnie Howard brought a stun gun to school. The road rage incident that happend on Seminary Rd where shots were fired that lead to a crash. Lastly the homicide at Bradlee. ADP has been very busy.

Program:  City Proposal to Light Additional Athletic Fields – Jack Browand, Deputy Director, Alexandria Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Activities
In line with City Councils goals to provide more family and community engagement and to have equitable access to facilities and services Parks and Recreation has obtained $804,000 of funding for two rectangular lighted turf fields and has requested an additional $402,000 per field for other fields. They will use state of the art lighting to reduce night glare in the sky and will use only 60-65 tall poles.

The five locations that they are looking at are Francis C. Hammond, Patrick Henry, Jefferson Houston, George Washington and Eugene Simpson Stadium. For FY2023 Francis Hammond, Jefferson Huston and George Washington Middle. FY 2024 Patrick Henry and Recreation Center. FY 2025 Eugene Simpson Stadium. All these plans are pending SUP approval.

Parks and Recreation has begun their community engagement process. May 16 thru June 30th they will hold 5 meetings across the community to inform residents of their plans. July 21st Parks and Recreation Commission will attend public hearing then in September/October planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing and then a fall approval by City Council.

Chief Hayes Presentation
The Chief came to speak to SHA and follow up on his statement on the changes in the department due to staffing problems. The Chief wants to assure all that the APD is doing all it can to protect the residents but with staffing issues the way they have previously handled requests for services is changing. 

There will be a call system in place where the call is prioritized based on seriousness DEC (Department of Emergency Communication-not a police function) will be handling all the calls for service. Through a variety of questions, the caller will provide all information to the screener and a determinization based on the level of severity is how the call will be treated. This is to reduce the amount of paperwork that is required and to keep as many officers as possible on the streets to build community awareness for “hot” calls that do come in. 

Recruitment is on going and wants to remind all that this is not just an Alexandria problem. This is a problem in other jurisdiction s that are also looking for officers. 


Minutes from April 2022 Approved
Treasurer’s Report Approved
Balance as of June 7, 2022, is $22,950.58. We have had 1 pay pal contribution of $18.93 and paid 3 invoices of $274 for April May and June in the amount of $274.00 to the Web Master.

Area Reports
1 Fran reported all is quiet. One issue was a neighbor had moved and the Grass is overgrown, and they have contacted the City and they will work on getting grass cut.

6 Still working with the Parking and transportation people. Now that Potomac Yards survey is completed, they have voted to have permits. We are hoping this will get us some type of response from the planner on the meeting scheduled for the 4th Monday of June.

7 The work being done on Braddock and Howard was redone was because the Dash Buses cannot make the turn, so they needed to widen the curb. There was a road rage incident when shots were fired  and then car crash resulted in the Police knocking on our doors at 11:45 to look for possible bullet holes and to make sure all were safe.

8 The area is following the lighted Hammond field very closely and are concerned. Also watching the affordable housing project on Seminary.  Frank will follow up with Hillary Orr on the Seminary Rd evaluation however it is in the infancy stage.  Hillary led Frank to believe there will be no resident input.

9 Still waiting on the traffic analysis on the Seminary Rd Diet and the City-Wide study on NO TURN ON RED. Frank will get updates.

 Beth Chase SSSAS graduation will be Saturday June 11th on the upper school football field weather permitting. They are continuing the new road construction on the Church property off Howard.

Old Business
Karig Estates/Franklin Hills: The Tokarz have not reported anything conclusive on the matter of the sewer easement agreement with the developer and it now looks like work has halted.
Duke Street Traffic Pilot Extension
 President Flemming has been asked by several when the pilot will start again because traffic is bad again. Hillary Orr is still waiting data on the first pilot. Hopefully Early July.
Duke St BRT
Erin Winograd, a member of the Duke Street Transitway Advisory Committee provided an update. Leslie Catherwood of CCPCA has been appointed chair. Mindiy Lyle  is Vice Chair. She is on the Planning Commission. They adopted their guiding principles and vision document with objections.  There are
11 members on the advisory group, but only 6 people showed up  to the meeting. Jim Durham showed up as the Dash replacement so there was a quorum. 
June 30th will be the next meeting and Erin will forward information to President Flemming.
Ft. Ward Park Playground
The preferred site has apparently now changed from Area E to Area D and it does have pros and cons. One issue will be that many trees will need to be removed.  Another Site B is also being considered. There will be a meeting, virtual, on June 6.22.22 and we will be following.

MacArthur construction update 
 ACPS reports that all is on schedule, despite the slow pace of work. The sidewalks are being poured and once this is complete the fences will come down. Crane will be there through July.
The High School Project update 
Work has begun. September 2024 scheduled to open. Continued discussion about parking on N. Early and parking for the construction workers.
Update on Scooter Permits Permanent Permits were issued to Bird-500 Scooters 50 EBikes, Lime 250 Scooters and 50 EBikes- Link- 450 Scooters and HellBiz 100 EBikes.
Seminary Road Affordable Housing
Jon Frederick has informed President Flemming that the final site plan has been submitted but often they need to submit several  more pieces of information before approval. They are still hoping to start moving dirt on late October and to hear back from VA Trust Foundation on financing.
Zoning for Housing -bonus density – update:
Later this month we will be having a special meeting with Mayor Wilson 6/21/22 where he will discuss the new zoning. Currently the proposal has been modified so that it does not apply to Single family and town homes. We need to watch this for the INOVA project.
Taylor Run: 
The Stream Advisory Group (SAG) will continue to watch developments as the consensus group is formed. President Flemming will keep us posted.

New Business
BixNow event “The Future of Alexandria” President Fleming will be attending.
Conflict of Interest on Duke Street in Motion:  President Flemming wanted to bring to our attention that The Duke Street in Motion group and the City Manager has brought a developer into the group Bob Brant. This is important because his firm, Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh (Cathy Puskar’s group) have a lot at stake with the completion of Duke Street Corridor. Their two developments are the Land Rover site and INOVA Hospital at Landmark. 

Board Member Attendees: Carter Flemming, Tom Fulton, Bill Goff, Jack Sullivan, Kathy McAfee, Francis Terrell, Bette Smith, Frank Putzu, Jim Rowley, Paul Judge, Richard Hunt, Dick Hayes. (In person Carter, Frank, Tom, Francis, Kathy)

Others in Attendance: Jack Browand, Beth Chase, Harriett McCune, James Ipad, Bonnie O’Day,   Erin Winograd, Bethany Znidersic, Carolyn G., and Chief Hayes.
