Seminary Hill Association, Inc. 
Monthly Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, September 8, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 
In-Person and Virtual Electronic Meeting  
 Minutes 

Police Report – Sergeant Loren King (Zoom) 
There were 165 calls for service in our area. 2 aggravated assaults, 4 weapons violation charges, 7 assaults (all INOVA Hospital), 6 burglaries-4 residential, 16 larceny, 2 sexual offenses, 2 robbery and an armed carjacking. No update on the US post office box key band mail being stolen. 
Sheriff’s Report – Sergeant Cassandra Branch 
Larry Richardson who was recently promoted to Captain of the Sheriff’s Office came as well. The Sheriff’s Department has been engaging in community outreach over the summer. The Friendship Firehouse Festivals as well as teaming up with the Fire House and Friends to distribute school supplies. They have also been working with youth leadership programs. They ended the summer with a staff appreciation cookout that was a huge success. 
Program:  Councilmember John Taylor Chapman 
John T Chapman joined SHA via Zoom tonight to discuss city issues, especially Duke Street Transitway. He made an opening statement with regards to Phase 2 of the Duke Street Pilot program which is to stop cut-through traffic from using Taylor Run. He wanted to hear directly from SHA residents to learn their questions and concerns.  
Concerns raised by SHA members were as follows: 
- There is still a need for cars. Decisions are being made that affect us and our ability to get around the city.  
-If the City is going to be spending all this money, they need to fix the problems that currently exist. Alexandria Commons was an example. 
-We currently have an Ad Hoc Advisory Committee that contains very few residents and many others who have an interest in the BRT being built. How do these people represent the actual community? To whom do they report?  Other than Erin who reports to the Federation of Civic Associations, we do not hear anything from the other members of the Committee. Planning Commission represents itself. Restaurant owner has not been able to attend as the business representative.  A lawyer that represents the development community actually represents his law firm that has a stake in this project. There is no one representing and reporting to the residents. We need more residents. 
-Advisory group was pushed to go into a specific direction based on a 2008 Plan. There has been no justification that it is what is needed now. 
-Who will be running the BRT?  It is assumed that it will not be free as DASH is now.  Why are we building something that we do not have an operator to take on? 
- John is not for taking away the access roads away. Bike lanes he waffled. 
-John wants the younger members of Council to hear these concerns. 
-30,000 to 60,000 motor vehicles a day. 90% of households in Alexandrians depend on a car. We know that the city has no idea where residents commute to and from. Yet they are going to spend 87 million dollars of State money that might be better used elsewhere in other jurisdictions across the Commonwealth. 
-July total ridership, West bound going East Monday -Friday 5 am -1am 2,457 passengers, Sat 1,664 and on Sunday 1,256. These are the highest numbers because the bus is now free. What will happen when there is a charge on the BRT? The group is not considering this in its decision making. 
President Flemming ended discussion by asking John to help us educate the younger members of Council and to be an advocate for residents before it’s too late. 
Minutes from June 2022-Approved 
Treasurer’s Report:  Nancy Jennings reported that our balance as of September 3, 2022, was $22,616.99.  Since June, SHA received two contributions totaling $120.41 and disbursed $454.00; specifically, $200 to Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, $30 dues for the Alexandria Federation of Civic Associations, $50 to our tech assistant, and $174 to the webmaster for three invoices (July, August, and September). 
Area Reports 
1-All is quiet dealing with Parking issues. 
2-Still dealing with ACHS with the stadium lighting 
3-The traffic pilots for Duke Street are what is being discussed. Phase 1 was well received but Phase 2 has been more controversial.  
4- Streets are being paved otherwise nothing to report. 
6- Minnie Howard construction is going surprisingly well. Just some construction workers parking on N. Early, but we will check to see if they are from the Minnie Howard project or other sources. 
8-Neighborhood is concerned with the proposed lights at Hammond. There are some legal issues and planning issues. Letters have been sent but no response yet. City is now taking the position that the City not the schools own the property, so they are in control. 
SSSAS-Beth reported that school is open, and all is good. 09.10,2022 there will be Welcome party at the upper school. 9.18.2022 a senior Picnic and Homecoming will be 10.1.2022. 
Old Business 
Karig Estates/Franklin Hills- Tokarz’s are still in negotiations with regard to the sewer easement. They want the sewer lines to run parallel to their back yard not through it. 
Duke Street Traffic Pilot Phase II-Phase 2 Starts 9.12.2022 
Ft. Ward Park Playground- It is time to consider weighing in and we will discuss next meeting. The city is taking a very long time to decide. It seems that Locations B and D are being considered. Site D will likely require many trees to be cut down. 
MacArthur construction update-ACPS states the project is still on target for on time completion According to Jim Byrnes, VP of Clover College Park Association, who has a background in construction, several benchmarks have not been met. 
Conversion of HOV lanes at Seminary to HOT lanes- Hot lanes will open next week even though we were told this would never happen. 
AHDC Housing Project on Seminary Road- Is on hold until December. Plans seem to be the same and there has been no approval of the project. We are not sure if it is city approvals or financial issues that are delaying the project. 
Zoning for Housing -bonus density – update – We need to stay on top of this because all zoning changes will be lumped in as a package deal this Fall. 
New Business 
Nominating Committee- 5 members are needed to serve on the nominating committee. 2 past Presidents are recommended to be on the committee.  
Parking Meter Fee increase in Old Town- The increase of $1.75 to $3.00 an hour. This is to keep people from parking in residential zones. They have also made parking in the garages cheaper at $2.50 an hour. 
Alexandria Vision Plan- AKA Strategic plan. This will include zoning changes to increase density which is the plan for new Alexandria. 
Mailbox Thefts on Seminary Road- Postal carriers have been robbed of their keys. There have been several mailboxes broken into and checks have been stolen. 
Survey for Conversion of Unit Block of King Street to Pedestrian only https://www.research.net/r/AlexandriaVA-UnitKingPilot This permanent conversion will most definitely happen, as the city views it as a huge success. 
City Academies: President Flemming sent out information on the City’s Academies. It is a way to understand what is going on in the city. 
Removal of Parking Spaces on Polk Avenue: Sidewalk is being built to make a continuous sidewalk which has become the city’s goal to have connected sidewalks thoroughout the city. The sidewalk will take up 9 parking places and some residents are opposed to this. 
BixNow event “The Future of Alexandria”- This conference reinforced the perception that Alexandria has become very appealing to developers. Many developers said the city is so great to work with in getting their projects approved. Residents need to continue to follow development projects, as many are planned.  
Stream Restoration Groups - Saturday’s agenda for the community meeting has been very controversial, and the City Manager has become involved. The city has not abandoned its plan for natural channel design, but appears to be re-branding it. Staff wants to put forth a decision to Council on December 17, 2022, because the grant expires December 31, 2022. 
Board Member Attendees: Carter Flemming, Tom Fulton, Nancy Jennings, Bill Goff, Jack Sullivan, Kathy McAfee, Francis Terrell, Bette Smith, Richard Hunt, Jim Rowley, Frank Putzu, Bill Rossello. 
Others in Attendance:  Loren King, Cassandra Branch, Beth Chase, John Chapman, Harriett McCune, Erin Winograd. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Kathy McAfee 

