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Traffic continues to be our #1 concern in Seminary Hill.  As a corollary, we have begun a campaign to limit new development in the West End.  In the past year Seminary Hill members have vigilantly watched at least five transportation processes in the City; none of which have found solutions.  We’ve also worked tirelessly to relieve the gridlock at Seminary Road and I-395 and in the Beauregard Corridor, which is on the other side of I-395 from Seminary Hill.  The City has planned poorly in the West End and we are now paying the price.   I find that I am on 6 advisory groups discussing various aspects of this problem and my meeting schedule has grown from about 4 meetings a month to more than 9 meetings most months.
The Army building referred to as the BRAC-133 at Mark Center has loomed the largest.  

· It will open in the fall of next year with more than 6400 employees commuting there.
· Unfortunately, there is no simple solution to easing the gridlock at I-395 and Seminary Road

· Duke Realty is building three left-turn lanes on Seminary Road onto Beauregard Street as required by the City so there will be more space to stack these cars.  The requirement written by citizens that Duke Realty build a ramp from I-395 when it first developed Mark Center was removed by City Council.  It is now hoped the Army will be able to pay for any costly solutions to ease traffic.
· Seminary Hill continues to vehemently oppose the City’s proposal to build a ramp from the HOV lanes on I-395 onto the top level of the Seminary Road interchange—that’s the bridge over the intersection—mainly because it adds more traffic to roadways that are already at failure level.  BEWARE of individuals arguing that the level of service would not change because of new ramps.  Since it’s already at failure, more traffic won’t change the rating, but the gridlock will get worse.
· Seminary Hill remains vigilant on the HOT Lane proposal that would put more traffic on Seminary Road at the I-395 intersection.  The economic downturn and the position of Alexandria and Arlington have stalled this concept.
· The good news is that VDOT gets it and is now studying short-term and mid-term proposals that were developed by Seminary Hill and other West End residents at my dining room table last December.  When these improvements are in place—between now and probably 2012—yes, a year after the building opens—queues in that area should be reduced by 50%.

Having dropped the BRAC in our neighborhood without any solutions for gridlock, the City began pushing to redevelop commercial properties around Mark Center.  The area for development is named the Beauregard Corridor and became the second major headache for us this past year.  It includes not only commercial properties on Beauregard Street between Seminary Road and Sanger Avenue; it also includes properties in the Seminary Hill/Strawberry Hill Small Area Plan.  Specifically:  Seminary Towers and its Garden Apartments, the Steak and Ale property, and Seminary Plaza formerly called Kenmore Plaza.  
· Seminary Hill objected to the boundaries of the Beauregard Corridor Plan that encroached on our existing Small Area Plan.  City Council has yet to respond to our request that our parcels be detached from the Beauregard Corridor Process.

· Seminary Hill is opposed to City plans that would increase density in the Beauregard Corridor.  We were instrumental in ratcheting the density back to a reasonable level in the 1990s.  That level is only about half built out now.  As a result, we have started the “No Density” campaign.  We are not opposed to redevelopment as long as it stays within the existing density.  We want the City to stop planning for more people and cars until it has a plan and starts to build transportation solutions.
· Council men Rob Krupicka and Paul Smedberg have supported us.  Please call and write the Mayor and others on City Council and ask them to do transportation first!  
· Stay tuned . . . this campaign is just beginning.
A long-standing concern of Seminary Hill residents that dates back to the 1960s is the management and maintenance of Fort Ward Park.  The City no longer has one person in charge of the Park.  Three departments handle different aspects:  the history, recreation, and maintenance.  The good news is that after a couple of years of complaining and a couple of years in meetings—to which Area 6 residents Glenn Eugster and Tom Fulton can attest—the problems of crowd control, noise, and park uses appear to be solved!
· Since 2008; the Park has enjoyed an improved reservation system, controlled loud music, and not allowed more than several hundred people in the Park at one time.  
· Undesirable uses of the Park by the City, such as the maintenance yard and nursery, were moved to more appropriate places in the City.
· The Park may be getting a new master plan soon.  A draft that updates the 1978 Master Plan is available for review.
· We thought a study was about to begin to find a solution to the storm-water problems that now plague neighboring residences and the Oakland Baptist Church cemetery, but an email from Rich Baier TODAY—he heads Transportation & Environmental Services—indicates we may have to wait another two to four years!  

He wrote, and I quote, “The overall purpose of the presentation Thursday night is to present a grant opportunity that may be applied for next year to address the storm water issue as there is only a small amount of money in the budget for field data collection.   Nothing will be able to go forward until there is some marriage of the programming--historic---and master planning within the park.  The infrastructure needs to be done all as a part of these efforts.  I have raised to Roger Blakeley and Jim Spengler that next year's budget will be tight and Ft Ward has to be master planned prior to getting into a drainage project.”  
In the future, we should be able to enjoy our jewel of a park even more.  

· Plans are underway for activities to celebrate the sesquicentennial of the Civil War.
· New picnic areas should be installed.

· The Park will tell a more complete history will be told of all the people who lived on the Hill—the Native Americans and freed slaves as well as the soldiers during the Civil War.
· The graves of our ancestors in the Park will be treated with respect. 
Seminary Hill continues to follow other issues besides gridlock and the Park that affect our quality of life.  Some are local and some City policy.  We’ve won some and lost some.  
The Bad News:

· Seminary Hill failed to convince the City that staff’s plan for more administrative approvals of small business zoning changes was a burden on residents and did not respect our quality of life.

· We failed to get improved services from Comcast for some parts of Seminary Hill.

· We failed to do our annual clean-up of Fort Williams Park.

The Good News:

· Most recently, we have reactivated the T. C. Williams Community Advisory Committee.  Homeowners are optimistic that it will resolve issues of noise—mainly from the PA system—and foster a better understanding of the prohibition of permanent lights on the school’s and Chinquapin’s athletic fields.
· Seminary Hill has monitored successfully at least 4 plans for new construction in our neighborhoods.
· We successfully opposed a plan for a new storm-water utility funding proposal because it would have established a new City bureaucracy with no guarantee this system would increase funding for storm-water improvements.  City Council agreed and did not approve the plan.
· We worked with Inova Hospital to adjust their temporary lighting in the parking lot.
· We participated in the Braddock-Quaker-King Study about dysfunction junction.  The consultant said that putting one of the roads under or over the other two would cost more than $100 M and only save each car about 30 seconds at that intersection.  Participants didn’t think the time saved was worth the money.  They recommended better signage and a redesign of the service road between Bradlee Shopping Center and Fairlington Church because it is confusing for vehicles and unsafe for pedestrians.  The consultant aid that was not covered by the $100,000 fee for the study.  The finished report has yet to be published.  
Information on all of these issues is posted on the Seminary Hill website.  I invite you to visit it and become involved in something that interest you.  You may also subscribe to Seminary Hill e-news and attend some meetings.  
