Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
Monthly Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, March 11, 2021, 7:00 p.m.
Virtual Meeting held electronically.

Agenda

Police Report: Officer Lennon reported 33 total incidents. This time last year there had been 55.  There were 2 assaults, 1 vandalism, and 13 larcenies, 17 miscellaneous. Of the 13 larcenies, 7 were from unlocked autos. Resident asked Officer Lennon about cars with loud mufflers driving on Howard at night. We were informed that in VA, effective March 1, 2021 police are no longer allowed to pull over cars with loud mufflers. 

Sheriff’s Report: Cpt. Oliver had been away for a family emergency. The Sheriff’s department is still doing Meals-on-Wheels for seniors. They have continued this service throughout Covid including taking care packages to the elderly. She also informed us that she will be retiring in October 2021.

Program:  Redesigning Residential Parking Permit boundaries, Presented by Megan Oleynik, Transportation Planner, Department of T&ES
In 2019 there was an overview of the residential parking code. This code was developed in the 1970’s-80’s and updates are need. The residential parking code allows residents to park in areas posted as restricted if they have permits for that zone..
The goal is to make the boundaries follow parcel lines -or- follow the middle of streets. This will clarify who is eligible for a permit and will not remove or add anyone to the district boundaries. 
They are also not removing any of the restrictions that are currently in effect. The updates will be presented to Transportation and Parking Board March 22, 2021. Once approved, the city can move forward with proposed changes. The impact on SH is minimal as there are no boundary changes. 
 
Program: Bill Rossello, Candidate for City Council
Background on Bill Rossello 
Rossello has spent seven years on the City’s Budget Committee, he is currently member of the Mobility Plan Advisory Committee, which is developing the new City’s Transportation Plan, and is in his second year as a SHA Board member. Bill is also on Bryan Porter’s Commonwealth Attorney Citizens’ Advisory committee which hopes to provide justice and equity in the Criminal Justice System. Rossello is also a delegate to the Federation of Civic Associations as their representative to the City’s Mobility Plan. Rossello has been active in Youth Sports (Alexandria Soccer Association) helping to create sports scholarships for at-risk youth. Professionally, he has been a management consultant for 35 years where he has worked for several businesses and created strategic plans create successful companies. He has worked with the Police and Fire, School Boards, and local and state governments. The Rossellos currently live in Seminary Hill but have lived in both North Ridge and Old Town so he knows the city well. 

Rossello’s platform includes: 
1. Make City Hall responsive and transparent. Provide community engagement
2. Promote responsible development. Reverse the over-development trend in an already dense city. Invest in infrastructure with stopping the flooding a priority. 
3. Address the school capacity challenge without colocation. Preserve school property for only academic and recreational use. Accelerate school construction.
4. Keep everyone moving safely. Achieve the right balance of priorities for road use. Complete the network of bike routes, ensure pedestrian safety.
5. Live up to our Eco-City Pledge. Protect and expand the tree canopies. Preserve stream beds. Never allow sewage to be dumped into the Potomac River. 
If you are interested in donating, you can go to www.billforalexandria.com or by mail. 
UPS
3213 Duke Street #687 Alexandria, VA. 22314
Minutes from March 2021

[bookmark: _Hlk63580192]Treasurer Report:  Nancy Jennings reported that our balance as of March 7, 2021 was $24,194.09.  Since the last report in February, SHA paid web-service fees totaling $50 and received no contributions.

Area Reports
Area 1: Fran Terrell reported that one of the original families has moved back into the neighborhood. This resident is now working with the city to have the area designated as a Historical African American location.   
Area 5: Jack Sullivan informed us that Dick Hobson returned home from the hospital and needs our prayers.
Area 6: Bette Smith reported on the latest Dash transit meeting. Dash will resume bus service to Van Dorn if they receive a grant. The bus routes have been changed because of Covid and the residents of Park Place have been without a bus stop far too long. The route now is Howard - Braddock- Early. It was mentioned that the current route is configured for students and teachers at Minnie Howard.
Area 9: Paul Judge informed us that Strawberry Run is still a hot issue and they are now concentrating on the Duke Street Corridor Transit-way as well. The new resident directory has been released.
At Large: Dick Hayes wanted to mention what a great job the Alexandria Health Department is doing getting people vaccinated.
Loren Needles: Mentioned the idea of Quality of Life and that there are some communities that will not allow you to cut down legacy trees. Maybe we should investigate saving trees in our community.
Ross Kane: VTS Chapel on Tuesday and Friday will be a Covid-vaccination location.
1823 Pub will open after spring break with a new patio. There will be a bike share added to campus.
Beth Chase: SSSAS seniors are back full time. Athletic competitions are being held but the school is asking neighbors to stay off campus during events.
 
Old Business
AHDC Affordable Housing Proposal on Seminary Road:
The current plan for development stands at 31, 2-to-3-bedroom town homes- 35 feet in height. They will be affordable-purchase housing and will be targeting 80% AMI. There will also be a multi-family building consisting of 9 condos. Three of these units will be for the residents from Sheltered Homes. Each shelter resident will have their own private bedroom and bath. The residents will share living and dining areas. The remaining six condos will be 2-bedroom, available for affordable purchase. They are targeting July 2022 for completion of the entitlement process and begin demolition of the existing homes. Plan 1A has been submitted to Planning and Zoning. We will continue to monitor the process and keep residents’ concerns known.

Inova Hospital Site Rezoning:
Nothing new to report. Jack Sullivan confirms that INOVA agrees that Ivanhoe will not be made into a through street. He will continue to monitor the situation as the process moves through the Planning Commission and Council.
Taylor Run Stream Restoration: Two developments: 1. The Environmental Policy Commission of Alexandria has issued a strongly worded letter opposing the natural channel design to be used at Strawberry Run and Taylor Run. 2. Councilman John Chapman and Vice Mayor Bennett-Parker have sent a memo to their colleagues asking that they join them in requesting the City Manager docket these projects for Council to discuss. There will be a discussion in front of Council likely at the April 12, 2021 legislative Session. 
President Flemming noted Strawberry Run and Taylor Run have helped shine a light on how the grant process has worked in Alexandria. The continued pressure by the associations, environmentalists, and others who are demanding transparency and accountability is working. 
ADUs: SHA is still waiting on what City Staff will return to Council as the definition of what constitutes “exclusive use” of an Airbnb. ADUs are coming. It is now just a question of which restrictions they will be operating under as short-term rentals.
MacArthur School Rebuild: ACPS maintains that they are still on track with opening the school in January 2023. 
Duke Street Transitway: The City has not engaged SHA any further as of today.
Newport Village Redevelopment Project: Has been approved. 385 units with 12 affordable-units, displacing 24 affordable-units.
The Heritage in Old Town: Has been approved. 750-unit building coming soon.

New Business
West End Coalition Candidates Forum: May 1, 2021 from 2-4pm. All candidates will be available to answer questions.
The High School Project: March 16, 2021, there will be a webinar to see the three build options for Minnie Howard.

-President Flemming informed SHA that the maximum tax rate was decided by Council to protect the ability to keep it at its current rate of 1.13, if necessary.
Bill Rossello said that if the rate stays the same, Alexandria residents will experience (including “fees”) an 8% increase.
-James Lewis and Alyia Gaskins will be joining SHA next month to discuss their candidacies for council.
-Tom Fulton informed the board that he is the SHA representative who is serving on Superintendent’s recommendation committee on Minnie Howard reconstruction. He explained that after the last meeting it is clear the city wants no input from the group.   

Board Member Attendees: Carter Flemming, Tom Fulton, Nancy Jennings, Dick Hayes, Bill Goff, Richard Hunt, Jack Sullivan, Frank Putzu, Paul Judge, Loren Needles, Chris Weymont, Ross Kane, Kathy McAfee, Francis Terrell, Bette Smith, Fran Vogel, Richard Hunt, Jim Rowley.
Others in Attendance:  Officer Lennon, Meg Oleynik, Gwen Paulson, Cpt Oliver, Linda Hauenstein, Maureen Muncy, iPhone Gwen, David iPad, Bill, Beth Chase, Jim Durham. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy McAfee


