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SEMINARY HILL ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES,

February 12, 2003

President Frank Putzu called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM in the Parish Hall of Immanuel Church on the Hill.

The following SHA Officers and Directors were present:

Frank Putzu, President

Joe Gerard, Vice President

Jack Sullivan, Treasurer

Cindy Gurne, Communications Officer

Gordon O.F. Johnson, Secretary

Lillian S. Patterson, Area 1,

Tom Kerester, Area 2 

Richard Hobson, Area 3 

Dan Kelly, Area 4

Dick Hayes, Area 5

Pat Lidy, Area 7

Don Fullerton, Area 8

Charles Ablard, At-Large

Bruce E. McCarthy, At Large

Laura Vetter (for Maggie Melson) Episcopal High School

Bill Dickinson, Past President

MINUTES, JANUARY 14 BOARD MEETING

Minutes of the SHA Board Meeting o on January 14, 2003, were approved as amended.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Jack Sullivan reported 13 new members in January, checking account $8,335.05 and savings accounts $9,088.82.  Total funds $17,423.87

Dick Hobson moved, motion was seconded and all approved that the two savings accounts (“Bluestone” and “Connector”) should be combined in one account.

AREA REPORTS

Area 3:  Dick Hobson reported on a pending rezoning request from commercial to residential at the corner of Quaker and Duke Streets to allow 7 residences and conversion of the intersection to a “T” intersection, eliminating the “hot-right” turn lanes.  They would add a right turn lane, but require a stop at the light before turning.  The city insists that “based on their experience as traffic engineers, there will be no negative effects on traffic flow.”

SHA is already on record opposing the traffic change.  The present design would appear more suitable for fire trucks and large vehicles than a “T” intersection.  The consensus of the board was to oppose this change until the more basic issue of West Eisenhower Avenue development has been settled.

Joe Gerard agreed to draft a letter to City Council for clearance with Dick Hobson and signature by Frank Putzu.

Area 8:  Don Fullerton reported on a new application filed for development on Picketts Ridge (Buzzards Gap) to build two houses now, and possibly two more later.  There was a discussion of no sidewalks and a possible bike path along the existing easement to link Polk and Pickett.  

Don Fullerton is to prepare a position paper for board consideration at the next meeting.

Other Areas:  No current issues for SHA board consideration

POLICE REPORT

In the absence of Sgt. Bartlett, ACPD, who has a conflict on Wednesdays, Dick Hayes reported that there continues to be a rash of “jump-out” robberies in the police daily incidents reports; 7 of 18 between Jan 1 and Feb 11 were west of Quaker.  Citizens need to exercise caution walking alone, particularly at night.

EISENHOWER CONNECTOR/CIVIL LITIGATION COSTS

Frank Putzu observed that this will be an issue in the May elections, and thus will be dormant until September at the earliest.

Following up on the discussion of SHA financial reserves at the January 14 meeting, Don Fullerton presented his estimate of the litigation costs involved if SHA were to become a plaintiff in civil litigation over road or land use.  Assuming free legal services, he estimated a minimum of $10,000 and more likely in the $25,000 to $50,000 range for depositions, experts, legal research, traffic and/or environmental study and other costs.

T.C. WILLIAMS HS EXPANSION

Frank Putzu reported that Howard Middleton, who represents the School Board on the concept plan to be filed with the city, has informed him that the new school will be built between the existing building and Chinquapin.  It will not affect the Chinquapin circle or the TC football field.  There will be one parking structure, plus a possible second underneath the school, to provide about 700 parking spaces, double the present capacity.  They expect to break ground in 2004, and there would be a parking crunch in the area until 2006, which could impact Bishops Lane.  The possibility of forming a public private partnership under new state legislation to build the school would be a concern if it allowed by-passing the normal checks and balances which protect the community.

Melvin Miller, who represents the SHA on this project, has requested that the Board reaffirm its previous positions.  Lillian Patterson expects to reconvene the TC HS Task Force to meet with Howard Middleton.  Frank Putzu will consider inviting Howard Middleton to make a presentation at the next board meeting.

Frank Putzu expressed the appreciation of the board to Mrs. Patterson for all the Task Force has done and expressed full support for its work in the future. 

ALEXANDRIA HOSPITAL

The hospital is now moving to construct a parking garage; this should alleviate the problem of employee on-street parking in nearby residential neighborhoods.  This had been delayed by the need to investigate a possible oil leak some 15 years ago.

The hospital has asked for seven volunteers from the neighborhood to stand by for possible extra guard duty in case of en emergency during the high alert period this weekend.

2nd PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PROPERTY 
Frank Putzu reported for Joe Fischer that the church has accepted a bid from Craftsmark Homes, the developers of Evans Farm, to build a cluster of $1 to $2 million single-family homes.  They are now in a 90-day study hoping to get to the Planning Commission in September and through the City Council by the end of the year at which point the sale will be finalized.  Gail Ledwig, Cathedral Avenue, asked that SHA representatives keep the neighbors informed and involved in the presentation of a list of neighborhood concerns..

CHILD CARE CENTER

Frank Putzu talked with Barbara Roth who assured him there are no recommendations pending, no reports being prepared, and no action of any kind expected by the City Council until after the election.   Mr. Putzu appointed a Task Force of Dick Hobson, Don Fullerton and Charles Ablard to follow this issue.

COMMUNICATIONS

Cindy Gurne reported that a draft statement of responsibilities had been prepared.  An e-mail newsletter to the membership is being prepared, and the Association e-mail list is being updated.

SHA CITY-WIDE PRESENCE

Frank Putzu again expressed his desire for the association to get more connected with other parts of the city.  We are the 2nd largest civic association in the city, but we “up on the hill” often appear to be isolated from other city-wide concerns. He proposed consideration of a $500 to $1,000 gift to the Alexandria Scholarship Fund.  Others expressed the view that we should find other ways than money to show our concern.  Another possibility would be participation in “Christmas in April” or undertaking a joint project with one or more other associations.

Joe Gerard suggested that (1) we should pick one thing, limited and focused, and do it on our own, perhaps a park clean-up and (2) expand our communications to change others’ perceptions that we don’t do our share for the city.

Frank Putzu requested board members to e-mail him their suggestions, defining the problem as they see it and their proposed solution.

MAY ELECTIONS

Frank Putzu reported that west end civic associations are sponsoring one or more mayoral debates.  He will follow-up to allow SHA participation in sponsoring these debates.

TRAFFIC CALMING ISSUES – Quaker/Seminary/Janneys

Frank Putzu reported that the issue of high speed traffic on Quaker, Seminary and Janneys Lane has been raised by the City, supported by Councilman David Speck.  He has met with Rich Baier and several others to review a variety of possible traffic calming measures and devices.  The proposals are still very general, but seem to have moved into high gear without going through the normal departmental and community review processes.  Mr. Putzu has e-mailed the City for more specificity:  1) Which measures do they favor?  (2) What studies have been done?  (3) What analysis/conclusions have been reached?  (4) What schedule do they have in mind?

There are three types of measures under consideration:  (1) Road engineering; (2) physical devices; (3) public education and enforcement.  The basic objective is speed reduction.  Baier has stated this has nothing to do with the connector.

There will be another meeting on Feb. 20.  Dick Hobson moved and it was seconded and passed that the Association approves the idea of traffic calming, but feels it should be the subject of careful study and cost analysis, and be responsive to the views of the community and the Planning Commission.

KSI DEVELOPMENT AT VAN DORN METRO STATION

Jack Sullivan reported that Metro wants to sell space at the Van Dorn Station for a high-rise apartment building with a large parking garage.  This appears to be another instance of ad hoc development in response to developers, rather than in accordance with an agreed development study and plan for West Eisenhower, which has not been done yet.  The Council will consider the proposal at its Feb 22nd meeting.  Jack Sullivan was authorized to represent SHA and testify against the proposal.  Frank Putzu will write a letter stating the SHA position.

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Gordon O. F. Johnson, Secretary

