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SEMINARY HILL ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

January 14, 2003

President Frank Putzu called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM in the Parish Hall of Immanuel Church on the Hill.

The following SHA Officers and Directors were present:

Frank Putzu, President

Joe Gerard, Vice President

Jack Sullivan, Treasurer

Gordon Johnson, Secretary

Cindy Gurne, Communications Director

Tom Kerester, Area 2

Dan Kelly, Area 4

Dick Hayes, Area 5

Don Fullerton, Area 8

Buck Coates, Area 9

Joe Fischer, At Large

Bruce McCarthy, At Large

Laura Vetter (for Maggie Melson), Episcopal High School

Mary Lewis Hix, Virginia Theological Seminary

Bill Dickinson, Past President

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS

Joe Gerard, on behalf of Dick Hobson, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, moved that Joe Fischer, Bruce McCarthy, Nell Vetter and Charles Ablard be elected by the Board as Directors-at-Large.  Gordon Johnson seconded the motion and they were elected by unanimous vote.

MINUTES, December 18, 2002

Minutes of the SHA Board Meeting on December 18, 2002, were approved as amended.  There was discussion of posting future minutes on the web site after circulating to board members.  Board members would be asked to respond within 5 days with their corrections.  After the 5-day period, the draft minutes will be considered approved by non-respondents for public review on the web.

Dick Hayes will write the list of duties of the Communications Officer, elected at the 12/18 meeting, for Board approval and inclusion in the By-Laws, after receiving input from Cindy Gurne.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Jack Sullivan reported December income of $640 from 32 new or renewal memberships in December, and income of $9.85 in the savings account, bringing total funds to $17,246.62.  There were no changes in the NO CONNECTOR fund ($3,244.83) or in the ALLIANCE ON BLUESTONE account ($1,548.65).

Frank Putzu made the point that it is important for SHA to give back to the community, and to be more involved with community affairs.  As an example, Rosemont Community Association is understood to have an annual fund-raiser for the Alexandria Scholarship fund.  Bruce McCarthy observed that it is also important to maintain a reserve to be able to retain experts when needed on critical issues such as the Connector or traffic.  Frank Putzu agreed to find out more about what other associations are doing.

AREA REPORTS

There were no special issues reported from Area 2  (Tom Kerester), Area 4, (Dan Kelly), Area 5 (Dick Hayes), Area 8 (Don Fullerton), nor Area 9 (Buck Coates)

ALEXANDRIA HISTORY

 Report of the sale of Cooper Dawson’s house raised the question of the need to capture Alexandria’s history from long time residents.  Someone should sit down with Mr. Dawson, for example, with a tape recorder for his stories and memories.  Joe Gerard volunteered to check with the school system on the possibility of getting a student or group of students involved in this as a youth project.  Tom Kerester volunteered to check with the historian at Mt. Vernon.

WEB MAIL BOXES

Joe Fischer will arrange to have mail boxes on the SHA web site for the President, Communications Director and Secretary.

COMMUNICATIONS

There was a discussion of the merits of circulating hard copies of the minutes of board meetings to members of the SHA or community at large, in addition to posting on the SHA web site.  Bill Dickinson pointed out that hand delivery is a lot of work, a lot of organizing, very expensive and the document has a very short life.  Hard copy distribution of last June’s bulletin cost 50-60 cents per copy.  It was agreed we should try for semi-annual distribution of hard copy information.  There are about 500 names on our mailing list, which would mean $185 in postage for each mailing.  Dick Hayes agreed to prepare an amendment to the By-Laws to define the responsibilities of the Director of Communications for review at the next board meeting and approval by the membership at the next Annual Meeting

T. C. WILLIAMS EXPANSION

Frank Putzu observed that the T.C. Williams expansion project may be the most important issue that will come before the Board this year.

Bill Dickinson reviewed the report of the TCW Expansion Task Force, submitted last January.  While there was no official response from the City, the City did follow the Task Force advice and hired an attorney to do due diligence on the property.  Based on that review, it appears that using the Chinquapin site is no longer an option.  The School Board decided on December 19 to build on the school’s present site.  The cost is expected to run $70-80 million and there are many issues, including traffic, water run-off and appearance.  The objective should be a state-of-the-art, environmentally sensitive school that all citizens can be proud of.  

Frank Putzu introduced David Peabody (Halcyon Drive), an architect in Alexandria and a TCW parent, who is leading “Alexandrians for a Green TC.”  He is one of 200 parents interested in building an environmentally sound, high performance, sustainable school -- a “Green School.”  A green school is reported to achieve increased learning rates, healthier students and teachers, and lower operating costs, but it must be designed from the ground up.  He suggested that this will be the most important building the city will build in our lifetime.

Mr. Peabody requested help from the SHA board to publicize a “Forum on a Green TC,” to be held in Minnie Howard School Auditorium at 7:30 PM on Wednesday, January 22.  The meeting is sponsored by The Environmental Policy Foundation and the Alexandria PTA Council.  Bill Lee, a nationally recognized authority on green schools will come down from Boston and other experts in green design, plus city and school officials, will attend the Forum.  A good turnout of citizens is essential to let the city know this is an important issue.

POLICE REPORT

Dick Hayes reported that “jump-out routines” are happening almost every day now in Alexandria, where two or three persons drive down the street, identify a pedestrian, stop, jump out with a weapon, take money and drive away.  They are not given much attention in the media, but are reported frequently in the police Daily Incidents Report.  They can occur from 10:00 AM to 1:00 AM.  Mr. Hayes agreed to write a piece for the web site and question the Police Department.

ALEXANDRIANS FOR SENSIBLE GROWTH (“ASG”)

Frank Putzu stated that the SHA should not endorse any candidate in the forthcoming elections.  He himself is one of the founders of the non-partisan Alexandrians for Sensible Growth, which will endorse candidates, but he did this only after clearing his participation with Hobson and Sullivan from a legal perspective.  The five board members represent both parties and different areas of the city.  They developed 17 questions to put to each candidate, and the responses will be posted on the web.  Frank Putzu stressed, and the board members present concurred, that Frank’s participation in ASG is completely separate and apart from the SHA, which is not participating in ASG.

Tom Parry (Skyhill Road) stated that the mission of ASG is to elect candidates who will be good for the City regardless of party affiliation.  ASG will endorse up to 6 candidates for the Democratic caucus and up to 6 candidates for the Republican caucus after reviewing their answers to the ASG questionnaire.  After each party selects its candidates, ASG will then endorse a final list of 6 candidates.

ALEXANDRIA HOSPITAL EMPLOYEE ON-STREET PARKING

Frank Putzu sent an e-mail to Sharon at the Hospital after last month’s Board meeting, to ask what has been done to curb employee parking in residential areas near the hospital.  Thus far he has had no response.  It appears that the Hospital has not acted and there is considerable ill will between hospital employees and residents on nearby streets.  He will call the Hospital to see where this stands.

2nd PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PROPERTY AT JANNEYS AND QUAKER LANE

Joe Fischer met with residents of Cathedral Drive to learn their desires and priorities.  They are strongly opposed to allowing any cut-through from the property to Cathedral Drive, which would in turn attract rush-hour cut-through traffic to and from Duke St.  They tend to favor a by-right development (12 homes on ½ acre lots) rather than a cluster plan.  They would be willing to look at a cluster plan, but there are questions as to the extent of a buffer zone on their side.  The City seems to be focused on retaining open space at the Quaker/Janneys corner.  He reported that the Church is now negotiating a letter of intent with a selected bidder, probably for a cluster of single homes.  They church intends to work with neighbors and civic associations once a contract is signed, but also has strong financial needs.  The author of the Open Space Report to the City is anxious to save this property as open space. The association has an obligation to serve both the church property owner and the Cathedral Drive property owners.  On the issue of Open Space, there was a comment that there are other areas of Alexandria which would seem to be much higher priority.  Both Joe Fischer and Cindy Gurne will continue to follow this issue.

BOARD ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP

Frank Putzu again expressed his desire to have a “point person” to serve as the policy lead on major issues such as Transportation, Open Space, Land Use and Environment.  He will send out more details to Board members before the next meeting.  Mr. Putzu observed that with paid membership now at 170 we need a new drive for members.  If SHA can increase to 320 dues-paying members, and assuming 2 voters per household, that would represent about 10% of voters, and would give SHA a meaningful voice with City officials.  He will prepare a letter to the mailing list to be mailed with a stamped return envelope.  Cindy Gurne, Bruce McCarthy, and Bill Robinson volunteered to help stuff, stamp and seal the envelopes.

PROPOSED CHILD CARE CENTER ON SEMINARY ROAD

A Citizens Committee composed primarily of child care oriented individuals has been working with City staff to develop a new ordnance and has recommended a definition opposed earlier by SHA.  It would allow child care facilities, defined as any number over 9 children, in any residential area.  If approved, the new ordnance could allow as many as 70 or more children, ages up to 5 years old, in a residence with 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, such as the proposed home at 4555 Seminary Road.  Suggestion was made that we see how this new proposed standard compares with standards for animal shelters for cats and dogs.  The residence in question is on a deep narrow lot next to the firehouse, probably 2 acres, and would serve a better community purpose as Open Space.  If the report goes forward and the City Council approves, the SHA law suit will become irrelevant.

SHA ROLE IN ELECTIONS

Frank Putzu suggested that SHA should be more involved in elections, perhaps sponsoring candidate forums or debates.  He will talk with other civic associations to see what they do and is looking for someone, perhaps Jack Sullivan, to lead this.  Buck Coates volunteered to help.

Mr. Putzu noted that Richard Leibach is up for re-appointment shortly on the Planning Council.  It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously that he has been a good friend on issues important to SHA, and SHA should write a letter of support.  Frank will send the letter by e-mail to the City Council.

CORNER OF QUAKER LANE AND DUKE STREET

Conversations with Richard Baier indicate that the City is considering a new design for this corner that would eliminate the rounded corners that facilitate right-turning traffic, and make it a T intersection.  Baier says the present design raises safety questions and he is getting lots of telephone calls from pedestrians who feel this corner is unsafe for pedestrian crossing.  It was agreed that immediate response by SHA is not necessary, but Dick Hobson is tracking the issue. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Gordon O. F. Johnson, Secretary

