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Minutes of the July 2003 Seminary Hill Association Board Meeting

DRAFT
July 9, 2003
The monthly meeting of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc. was held on July 9, 2003 at the Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill Parish Hall, Seminary Road, Alexandria, Virginia. 

The following SHA officers and directors were present:
Joe Fischer




Charles Ablard
Pat Lidy




Lillian Patterson 

Mary Lewis Hix



Bruce McCarthy 

Jack Sullivan 



Bill Dickinson
Frank Putzu




Cindy Gurne

Bob Coulter




Laura Vetter

Tom Kerester



Dan Kelly

The following guests and SHA members were present:

Richard Dressner



Arthur Peabody

Charles Alexander



Judy Durant

Bill Robinson




Jean Moore

Jay Johnson, ACPS



Mark Eaton, ACPS Board 
Sgt. J. Bartlett, APD

President Frank Putzu  called the Board meeting to order at 7:40 pm. 
The June 2003 SHA Board Meeting minutes prepared by Cindy Gurne and  previously shared with Board members by E-mail, were, with slight modification approved by unanimous vote.  

Sgt. Jamie Bartlett of the Alexandria Police department provided the Police Report. Overall crime in the City is down 1.13%. Also there is a session of the Police Academy coming up soon and citizens are encouraged to participate. Jack Sullivan asked about the recent “brazen” robbery in Ben Brenman Park. The Sgt. did not have any specifics on that incident beyond what was reported in the media. 
Jack Sullivan provided the Treasurer’s Report. Currently, SHA has $9,121.91 in the corporate savings account and $8,328.10 in the checking account. $5.68 was received for interest in the savings account. This includes $4,963.48 for the No Connector Road Fund. It should be noted that the Bluestone account has been merged into the No Connector Road Fund. Total cash assets are now $17,450.01. An invoice of $250. for website redesign was submitted and on a motion by Jack Sullivan, seconded by Cindy Gurne, payment was approved. 

Area Reports

Area 1
 - According to Area Representative Lillian Patterson a meeting between Woods Ave./Place residents and the Alexandria City Public Schools (Attorney Howard Middleton and Asst. Supt. of Schools Jay Johnson) was recently held concerning T.C. Williams High School. Concerns included problems with tractor trailers accessing the school via Woods Ave, the planned “exercise area” adjacent to Oaklands Babtist Church and noxious fumes generated by school buses. No agreement was achieved on any of the issues and residents are quite unhappy with ACPS. 
Area 2 - Tom Kerester reported that there is much property remodeling and renovation underway in the neighborhood. He also indicated that information on residences that are on the market may be found at http://www.homesdatabase.com 
Area 3 - No report given absence of area Representative Hobson 
Area 4 - Dan Kelly indicated that the dead trees on Fort William Pkwy. Will be removed and that other trees will be pruned by the City. 

Area 5 – No report given absence of area Representative Hayes.
Area 6 - No report given absence of area Representative Maxwell.
Area 7 – Pat Lidy reported on the sale of the property in the 4400 block of Braddock Road across the street from St. Stephens/St. Agnes School. This area is zoned R-8 although the lots on Braddock Road and adjacent Ivor Lane are quite large. New homes are expected to be built on these properties. 

Area 8 – No report given due to the absence of Representative Fullerton.
Area 9 - Representative Coulter reported the annual July 4 Seminary Ridge Picnic was rained out and plans are underway for the September meeting. 
Episcopal High School – According to Laura Vetter, the massive construction work at the school addressing a new traffic plan is almost complete with paving almost done. 

Virginia Theological Seminary – Mary Hix reported that two residential properties long owned by the Seminary and used as staff residences will be soon sold. The buyers plan extensive renovations although no requests for changes in zoning or for SUP’s are expected. The proceeds of the sale of these properties will go toward construction of three semi detached residential units on the Seminary Road lot owned by VTS currently used for tree logs, etc. VTS has been advised that a Special Use Permit will be required but Mary Hix did not know what the justification for this was. The matter is expected to come before the Planning Commission in November, 2003. 

It was suggested by others that the reason for the SUP is that this property is zoned R-20 and the semi detached residential units represents intensification in land use. 

Special Concerns – The Francis Hammond Middle School Renovations

Frank Putzu introduced the issue indicating that Alexandria City Public School Super indent Perry was invited to make a presentation before the SHA Board but due to vacation asked Jay Johnson, Asst. Superintendent and Mark Eaton, a member of the ACPS Board, attended. 

Mr. Johnson reviewed the history of the expansion (+50,000 sq. ft.) and renovation of Francis Hammon Middle School. ACPS worked quite closely with SHA from a very early stage. Richard Dressner, a resident of Pickett Street living immediately across from the school and a very active member of SHA, has been closely involved with the renovation since this time. Many issues concerning the exterior appearance of the school were then negotiated with the adjacent community including fencing, landscaping, bus access design and management. Many of these agreements were reflected in the Special Use permit for the school’s renewal. 

Turner Construction was engaged by ACPS to be the project managers – i.e. oversee the overall construction of the schools and the performance of contractors and their sub-contractors. This was acknowledged to be a difficult project from the outset given the need to undertake the construction and renovation simultaneously with school operations. 
In mid August 2002, concerns were raised by City building inspectors about the quality of masonry work done on the school’s gymnasium. Radar examination revealed the absence of reinforcing rods in the walls of the structure in contravention of the building specifications and normal building practice. Since then the masonry contractor, Fox Seko Construction Inc. cannot be contacted by authorities to demand appropriate corrective actions. According the Johnson, some funds have been held as a bond for work performance.

In addition there are other aspects of the renewal that have not been carried out satisfactorily by the contractors. These include the track and athletic fields (improper drainage), landscaping (dead plants), the BMP for stormwater drainage, and aspects of the HVAC system. 
It was pointed out by neighbors that in addition to the many problems listed by Mr. Johnson, the overall appearance of the school tract is deplorable with piles of trash allowed to remain, grass uncut, 22 dead plants still left in the ground,  and “normal” (as opposed to construction related) trash not picked up. In addition to this is t5he very serious question as to whether ACPS has lived up to the letter and spirit of their special use permit which allowed for the renewal to proceed. 

Question was also raised about the failure of the Chesapeake Bay protection stormwater retention/dissipation “pond” which Mr. Johnson indicated was not properly installed. It was noted that the present configuration presents an attractive nuisance and breeding location for insects. If it had to be repaired or replaced, could a more appropriate BMP be used for that location? Mr. Johnson indicated that he would explore this with the City’s TES Department given that they set forth the requirements for Chesapeake Bay BMP’s. 

Frank Putzu urged ACPS to develop a plan on how these issues will be addressed. Richard Dressner will continue to be the Hammond School point person for SHA. 

Development of the Second Presbyterian Church property
Joe Fischer, head of the SHA Second Presbyterian Church property task force, and Jean Moore, a member of that group, provided an update on activities surrounding that property. 

· SHA will need a position on the development of the property by September 2003.

· The desire of the community is to keep as much of the property as open space as possible

· Many in the neighborhood recognizes this is private property and that the owners have protected rights in securing a fair financial return from the development of the property

· Many in the neighborhood want to give the City (Eileen Fogarty) as much flexibility as possible to negotiate a good deal for the community from both the developer and the Presbertery, the current owners of the property. 

· Constructed houses should be compatible with the character and feel of the surrounding community

Judy Durant, a neighbor living on Janney’s Lane immediately across from the property and a member of SHA, indicated that she was speaking for perhaps 60 neighbors in voicing strong opposition to the construction of any housing on that property. She indicated that there are several important environmental concerns on that property including ground water and flow from the property to properties downhill from there. There may be other geologic issues (e.g. marine clay). The houses to be constructed shown by the developer are totally out of scale and character with the surrounding neighborhood. She and her group are prepared to seek legal redress should the project proceed. 

Frank Putzu indicated that SHA would seek as much open space on that property as possible but to take a position re development is still premature. 

Patent and Trade Mark Office complex

Bill Dickinson briefed the Board on what he learned from the Alexandria Federation of Civic Associations regarding the status of the pedestrian tunnel from the King Street Metro and the PTO as was required by the SUP. In short construction has not yet been started. Indications are that:

· It will be far more expensive than earlier envisioned

· It will require the relocation of certain unities
· Construction of the tunnel will seriously disrupt traffic on Duke Street 

· Occupancy of the first completed building is expected by the end of 2003. 

· Alexandria TES has not been sufficiently aggressive in pushing the appropriate parties to move forward on construction of the tunnel.

· All conditions contained in the SUP will have to be complied with before the City can issue a certificate of occupancy unless Council waves specific provisions of the SUP. 

Traffic Calming
Bob Coulter indicated that a new round will be started to obtain candidate streets for traffic calming. No plans are alive for traffic calming on Ft. Williams Pkwy. However action is expected on St. Stevens Road.
Quaker Ridge
Uncertain status
Quaker View
Uncertain status 
Planning Commission

Joanne Tomasello, past president of Seminary Valley Civic Association and a member of the Connector task force, requests endorsement of SHA in her bid to be appointed a member of the City’s Planning Commission to fill the seat vacated by Ludwig Gaines recently elected to Council. Tom Kerester moved this endorsement seconded by Bill Dickinson. This was approved by the SHA Board. A letter of endorsement will be sent by the SHA President to Council sometime in September.

Open Space

Frank Putzu will draft a letter on SHA’s position regarding open space and will circulate this to all board members for comments. 

West Eisenhower Valley Development 

Frank Putzu will draft a letter on SHA’s position regarding the task force that will be formed to address development in the valley. He will circulate this to all board members for comments.
Closure
The next SHA meeting will be in September – following long standing tradition not top meet in August. There being no additional business the meeting was adjourned approximate 10:30 PM.

Respectfully Submitted

Bill Dickinson

Acting Secretary 
