SEMINARY HILL ASSOCIATION

MINUTES

June 5, 2003

President Frank Putzu called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM in the Parish Hall of Immanuel Church on the Hill.

The Following SHA Officers and Directors were present

Frank Putzu, President

Joe Gerard, Vice President

Jack Sullivan,Treasurer

Cindy Gurne, Communications Officer

Lillian Patterson, Area 1

Richard Hobson, Area 3

Dick Hayes, Area 5

Carol Maxwell, Area 6

Pat Lidy, Area 7

Bob Coulter, Area 9

Joe Fischer, At Large

Bruce McCarthy, At large

Bill Dickinson, Past President

Laura Vetter, Episcopal High School

Absent:

Gordon O.F. Johnson, Secretary

Tom Kerester, Area 2

Dan Kelly, Area 4

Charles Abalard

Mary Hix

Guests Present

Sgt. Bartlett, Alexandria Police

Jeff Farner, Alexandria City Planning Department

Richard Dressner

Ginny Parry, ASG

1. Minutes Approved for May 13th meeting

2. Police Report 

No serious actions. It was noted that there is a pattern of purse snatchings in the Kenmore Avenue area.

3. Treasurer Report

Jack Sullivan reported a deposit of $80.00 for four new members.  The current balance which includes all accounts is $17,447.33

Area Reports

Area 3 

Dick Hobson reported a preliminary victory in opposition to the zoning application for property development at Quaker and Duke (Quaker View ). The Planning Commission denied request  6-1. The denial will be appealed by the attorney, Duncan Blair.

Hot right turn at Quaker and Duke requested by developers of Quaker View denied. The fire department noted that they would not be able to move their fire trucks in emergencies if this were approved.

There has been a request for deferment to June 14th. 

Quaker Ridge (Carr Development) request for zoning approval put off until the fall.

Lauria application is not going forward

Area 5

Dick Hayes will check on the status of the property to be used for Wilson University. Jeff Farner will check if there is an easement on the property and a storm water front line.

Area 8

Peagram traffic calming is not an issue. It will not be addressed until fall

Area 9

Traffic calming for Williams Parkway (FWP) and St. Stephens. St. Stephens is 4th or 5th on the list of city priorities. FWP on list of priorities.

Order of Business

1. Update on 2nd Presbyterian Property

The president requested that the board move to a consensus position based on the Fischer report.  The report was prepared with input from residents of impacted area. Bill Robinson was appointed spokesperson for the committee (should I put all of the committee names here?)

Two meetings were held.  Three specific issues were agreed to: (1) build 9 homes, (2) there would be a 24 thousand SF parcel of land at corner of Quaker and Janney which would serve as a buffer., and (3) the city wants to limit number of homes to 6. 

Report from developers re. their proposal:

· Each house would be 4,500 SF (not including basement or attic)

· Each home would be valued at between 1.7 to 2 million dollars

· Access would be from Janney’s Lane

· Large trees will be saved

· Home on property has not been declared an historic landmark

· Cathedral Drive will remain as is

Issue:

Residents want the new access to be within 10 ft. Of current access

Some residents spoke to problem of having an exit on Quaker with drivers not being able to make a left turn because of traffic. Some residents stated their intent to fight any proposed development, and will push for an environmental impact study citing springs underground.

Other issues/thoughts raised

Can the city purchase the property with open space funding and use the area as a park? Need to buffer the land from Quaker and Janney with trees.

J, Farner spoke to the city issues:

· Commitment to maintaining open space

· Will recommend saving house on property. It was built in 1895

· Requirement that existing grading be maintained

· Issues around By Right: difference in understanding of whether the developer can build 10 or 12 houses, and whether the street going through property would be a public street

· They don’t believe SHA needs to make a position decision

· The city will recommend the that the traffic engineer do an impact study

· Support the developer do a rendering prior to approval being given

Frank Putzu summarized the SHA action requests:

· Right turn only

· Request traffic studies-including impact of cut through traffic if two exits were built

· Maintaining trees

· Use of open space/conservation easement

· Compatibility with neighborhood study

· Water study: storm water run off

A motion was made and seconded that the city will address the issues identified that would be impacted by the development.  Dick Hobson abstained.

2. Hammond School

Richard Dressner, SHA member and representative to the Hammond School project, reported concern about the current activity of the Hammond school renovation project. The issues identified included external appearance,  inability to monitor compliance with SUP requirements. Dressner noted that all communications on the project has stopped since 2/03, and that the construction company working on the project is in bankruptcy.

Issues presented were:

· Request to know what the status of the project

· Oversight and accountability of public funds via Elaine Reviera and Chris Jenkins

· Impact of the Hammond project management example on proposed work with TC Williams

· Request three members of the school board who are in the SHA area come to speak to SHA board re. school funding and construction issues.

A motion was made and seconded that a letter be sent to the school board and copied to city council concerning the above issues. The motion was approved.

3. Connector Road

This discussion will begin again in June. The president has requested the board consider the position it would like to take regards this issue.

Jack Sullivan raised the importance of how the task force will be constructed. The planning commission should also be represented on the task force.  In general there is a major question about how members of the Connector Road task force will be selected..

Ginny Parry thinks there should be a land use versus transportation study with open meetings

Dick Hobson moved that a recommendation be made to Eileen Fogarty and the Mayor Euille re. West End Eisenhower Valley task force that it be made up of representatives from the various geographic areas, planning commission reps. And that the focus be on land use versus transportation use.  The motion was seconded and approved. 

The president will send a letter to the Council stating SHA concern re. processes people selected for a committee/task force on issues directly impacting the SHA area

4. Open Space Committee

The president will present a plan at the July board meeting for implementing open space policies.

Bill Dickinson requested that the city look at easements in the city.

Dick Hobson moved that Bill Dickinson be nominated to represent the SHA to the City Open Space Committee.

The move was seconded and approved.

5. PTO

It was not4ed that the pedestrian tunnel has not been started that is part of the SUP for the PTO.  Before the PTO can be occupied, the tunnel must be completed to allow for pedestrian access to the metro.

A letter will be drafted for the council.

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Cynthia Gurne for Gordon Johnson

