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SEMINARY HILL ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES,

March 12, 2003

President Frank Putzu called the meeting to order at 7:45 PM in the Parish Hall of Immanuel Church on the Hill.

The following SHA Officers and Directors were present:

Frank Putzu, President

Joe Gerard, Vice President

Jack Sullivan, Treasurer

Cindy Gurne, Communications Officer

Gordon O.F. Johnson, Secretary

Lillian S. Patterson, Area 1,

Tom Kerester, Area 2 

Richard Hobson, Area 3 

Dan Kelly, Area 4

Dick Hayes, Area 5

Don Fullerton, Area 8

Buck Coates, Area 9

Bruce E. McCarthy, At Large

Mary Lewis Hix, Virginia Theological Seminary

Bill Dickinson, Past President

MINUTES, February 12 BOARD MEETING

Minutes of the SHA Board Meeting on February 12, 2003, were approved as submitted.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Jack Sullivan reported that funds in SHA bank accounts total $17,508.87.

There was a discussion of costs for the new web site which would include $192 for consulting plus a cost for hosting.  The home page will have to be redesigned and board members will be solicited for suggestions on the categories that should have links on the home page.

AREA REPORTS

Area 1:  Lillian S. Patterson reported there had been a meeting on with the tax board.

Area 2:  Tom Kerester said the City deserved to be complimented for its efficient work on snow removal.

Area 3:  Dick Hobson reported that a Special Use application has been filed with the City for homes at the corner of Quaker and Duke and a letter has been drafted concerning the traffic calming issue for Quaker Lane, Janneys Lane and Quaker Lane.

There were no topics of concern reported for other Areas.

POLICE REPORT

Dick Hayes, reporting in place of Sgt Bartlett, advised that his reading of the daily police reports seem to indicate a slacking off in jump-out crimes, and generally shorter  reports overall.

CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES FORUM

Frank Putzu thanked the many Board members who had volunteered to help at the March 10 Meet The Candidates Forum.  SHA will be a co-sponsor for a Mayoral Candidates Forum on March 27, place to be determined.

EISENHOWER AVE ZONING ISSUES

Tom Parry reported on citizen concerns over parking facilities to be included in building out the remaining 6.5 million sq. ft. in Eisenhower East, of which approximately 2 ½ million would be office and the remainder residential and retail.  Developers would like to have 2.5 parking spaces per 1,000 ft. of office space.  He requested that SHA endorse a proposal that the City limit parking for office space by approving 1.6 spaces for the first 850,000 sq. ft., 1.3 spaces for the second increment and 1.0 spaces for the third increment, averaging 1.3 for all commercial space, and that the City should make a new analysis of the traffic impact from this new office development on Duke Street west of Telegraph, and include the impact from the expanded Wilson Bridge.  Jack Sullivan observed that it appears Eisenhower East development would absorb all the remaining Duke Street traffic capacity, leaving no reserve for increased traffic from Eisenhower West.

Joe Gerard moved that SHA should (1) recognize that limiting parking is a viable process to control traffic, (2) insist that an approved viable plan should include provision to prevent future alterations and deviations, (3) endorse the 1.3 parking spaces per 1000 sq. ft. limit and (4) ensure that the plan includes viable connections from the Beltway and the Wilson Bridge.  Tom Kerester seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  Frank Putzu abstained from voting.

T.C. WILLIAMS HS REPLACEMENT

Frank Putzu thanked Melvin Miller, Lillian Patterson and others on the TCW Task Force for their work in the past and expressed the hope they would continue to watch over this project on behalf of SHA and the surrounding community.  Melvin Miller asked to become advisory to the extent his limited time will permit, rather than an active member.  In addition to Lillian Patterson (Area 1 Rep.), members include Carter Flemming (Bishops Lane), Steve Harkness (Bishops Lane), Arthur Peabody (Quaker Lane) and Tom Kerester (Area 2 Rep), with Jack Sullivan and Joe Fischer available for “institutional memory.”

Howard Middleton gave an over-all introduction to the plans for TCW and introduced Billy Riggs (Moseley Architects) to present the current plans for the building and grounds.  With an increase in student body from the present 2,100 to an anticipated 2,500, the new facility will provide for five discrete “academic pods” with smaller sub-groups to be distributed through out the building – two on the 3rd floor, two on the 2nd floor and one on the ground floor which will also house administrative functions, a media center and a large common area.  There are plans for an improved cafeteria to replace the present congested and overcrowded facility.  Athletic facilities will be concentrated towards the SE corner close to the City recreation center and will be separately accessible when the school itself is closed.  The capacity of the auditorium will be 1,200 as at present.  

There will be a two-story garage with 380 spaces for staff and students plus a small open parking lot.  School policy on parking is to give first priority to staff and to car pools.  In addition to providing for 300 employees, there are approximately 40 nurses who come and go during the day, and about 25 cafeteria workers.  The school has issued 150 parking permits for the present 2,100 student body and is planning for 180 permits for 2,500 students.   800 adults at night school and attendees at basketball games will probably also use parking around Chinquapin Circle, which has a capacity for 225 parking spaces.  Mr. Riggs noted that the parking provided in this 28.4 acre site plan is half what you would expect for a normal suburban high school on 60 acres.

There was discussion of parking fees, carpool incentives and provision for handicapped parking.  Melvin Miller noted that while it may not be in the deed itself, there were understandings when the land was transferred from the Baptist Church that adequate parking would be provided by TCW for Sunday church attendees.  He hoped that commitment would not be overlooked.

In response to questions about planning for a Green School, Mr. Riggs advised that this plan would probably be considered an Upper Bronze (third tier), among four categories for Green Schools.  His firm has provided ideas on how to raise the rating, which would cost an additional $1-5 million – concerning air circulation, collecting rainwater from the building, or from the entire site, and others.

The football stadium will remain as is.  Question was raised about disturbing lights and noise, and about pedestrian access.  To help buffer the neighbors, they “have discussed” increasing the buffer zone all the way around the site.

They expect to submit plans to the City by the end of May, with hearings by the Planning Commission in September.

Frank Putzu thanked Mr. Middleton and Mr. Riggs for their presentation and requested the Task Force to identify the potentially controversial issues which the board may need to consider, including recommendations on the buffer zone for sight and sound, parking facilities and traffic impact, church access, green school issues and others.

CHILD CARE FACILITIES IN A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD

It was reported that the Early Childhood Commission considered this issue in January and supported location of childcare facilities in residential zones.  Barbara Ross, from the City Planning staff, reported that there had not yet been a verbal or written report from the task force to the Council.

2ND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PROPERTY

Joe Gerard reported that there has been no meeting yet by the developer with city staff on development plans.  There is an undecided issue what to do with the existing house, which perhaps should be on the 100-year old list.  There are rumors that the builder plans for 10 houses, and concern that they would all be facing inward to isolate from the community, rather than outward.  It was agreed this development needs continuing close watch.

BUZZARD GAP

Barbara Ross, representing City Planning and Zoning, advised that the Planning Council had reviewed and approved plans for two houses for half the site, much improved from the plan submitted a year ago.  This will go to the City Council on Saturday.

TRAFFIC CALMING ON SEMINARY/JANNEYS/QUAKER

Dick Hobson reported on traffic issues involving Brookville, Seminary Valley, Pickett and streets south of Hammond Middle School.  There were concerns for pedestrian crossings on Seminary Road near the Seminary and cut-through traffic between Fort Williams and Duke St.  Some felt that Fort Williams is getting to be “a race track” with 30-35 school buses coming up the hill as fast as they can go.

Frank Putzu observed that at this point this appears to be a budget issue and reviewed the variety of possible actions under consideration.  There was a consensus that some action is worthwhile, but the process of deciding on specific measures to be taken should be open and transparent.

MEMBERSHIP

Frank Putzu outlined plans to solicit membership renewals and for a possible survey to identify critical issues which the SHA should focus on to build the quality of life in the community.

Mr. Putzu expressed the board’s thanks to Ms. Barbara Ross for taking time to be with us for the entire meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:25 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Gordon O. F. Johnson, Secretary

