Seminary Hill Association, Inc.

Monthly Board Meeting

10 February 2011

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 by President Nancy Jennings at Immanuel Church-On-The- Hill.  The Board Members approved the minutes of the 13 January 2011 meeting after making minor corrections and accepted the Treasurer’s report that there is $29, 232 in the treasury.
President Jennings made several announcements concerning meetings that are of interest to SHA.  She discussed the King-Braddock-Quaker Lane final report to the Traffic & Parking Board, the proposed Bradlee Safeway renovation, the Alexandria City Budget Process which will occur over eight sessions, and the 24 January Agenda Alexandria panel – Alexandria Development.  The 24 January meeting was quite contentious with considerable discussion revolving around the extent of citizen participation, density, and accountability of city staff.

Deputy Chief Hassan Aden provided a police report.  Overall, crime is down in Alexandria.  He said that burglaries will probably be the main crime this year in Alexandria.  He also encouraged residents to always lock their cars – even when in their own driveway.  There have been several incidents of portable electronic devices being stolen from unlocked autos.

Dick Hobson, Area 3, and Joe Fischer reported that there was a Malvern/Trinity Drive meeting of residents and there will be a report ready for the next SHA meeting.

Glenn Eugster, Area 6, said the Fort Ward Advisory Group report was approved by city staff, the Fort Ward Master Plan is not supported yet by the city – they want to see an archives report which is not yet funded, there is still traffic congestion at the intersection of Marlboro Drive and Braddock Road, and the lights on the athletic field at Fort Ward Park appear to be “on” too long.

Rick Ward, Area 8, discussed the BRAC parking issues.  He said there will probably be a proposal for a “Parking District” to be set up to help alleviate the BRAC parking situation.  This last item led to considerable discussion as there is at present no real consensus on parking restrictions in SHA neighborhoods affected by BRAC.
Heather Zdancewicz, VTS representative, reported that VTS is in discussion with City staff concerning permits for several projects including rehabilitating 20 guest houses, expanding the day care operation, and converting the auditorium to make it a worship space until the recently burnt out Chapel is repaired.  The Chapel repairs may take as long as 5 years.

The Alexandria City Public Schools plan to upgrade the Hammond Middle School field at Seminary Road and Pickett Street, including permanent lights, resulted in considerable discussion..  There was a public meeting on 8 Feb at the school.  Frank Putzu, a past President of SHA, reported that City staff were not very well prepared to answer citizen questions concerning the operation and timing of the proposed lights.  The late night athletic games, with resultant lighting, will have a considerable impact on the quality of life for homeowners in Varsity Park adjacent to the athletic fields.  He requested the SHA President sign a letter to the responsible City officials concerning this issue. President Jennings agreed.
Board Members discussed developments related to BRAC, residential parking, a proposed access to Seminary Road from I-395 N via a “flyover ramp”, and the plans for the Beauregard Corridor.  These will continue to be the most serious issues affecting SHA in the foreseeable future.  President Jennings will speak at the City Council Public Hearing Meeting on 12 February on behalf of SHA requesting City support in our efforts to preserve our neighborhoods from cut through traffic associated with the BRAC parking issues.  She will propose that rather than spending time and money studying the new ramp proposal, City resources could be better spent on a project that is effective and would not harm our neighborhoods.
 The next SHA Board meeting will be held on March 10th.
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM.

Richard J. Hayes
Recorder
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