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Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
Monthly Board Meeting

12 May 2011

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by President Nancy Jennings at Immanuel Church On-The-Hill.  The Board of Directors approved the minutes of the last meeting held on 14 April 2011 with a slight modification by Carter Flemming and then approved the Treasurer’s Report stating that the SHA account now totaled $28,557.20.

President Jennings made several announcements concerning meetings and events in the area including the defeat of the Commercial Add-On Tax proposal, adoption of the Alexandria Fiscal Year 2012 Budget, funding approval by the City Council of $260,000 for Fort Ward Park improvements, announcement that the next SHA  meeting will include a presentation concerning COMCAST and the Safeway building renovation proposal, the 50th Anniversary celebration of Alexandria Hospital to be held on 24 June at 11 AM, and a request for a volunteer to work on a SHA history project utilizing SHA historical material in her possession.
Area Representatives reported on a number of issues.  Carter Flemming reported that the Step In Time Chimney Sweep Company at 815 North Quaker Lane has no business license and no ‘concrete action’ has been taken by the City to resolve this issue.  Susan Palmer reported on the Fort Williams Park cleanup on 30 April.  Several SHA members participated in the cleanup. President Jennings noted that Area 6 has no representation; however, Tom Fulton wishes to be the new Area Representative.  This nomination will be voted on at the next SHA meeting.  Pat Lidy noted that a developer was anxious to start some developing in the Braddock Cove area. She also said that Encore has a couple of signs too large on the Van Dorn side of the property.  Rick Ward complained that the City was letting the grass get too high on Jordan Street.  Ann Henshaw reported that about 20 autos were broken into in the Seminary Ridge area.  Joe Fischer discussed possible building plans for the lots in front of the Goodman house.  Deputy Police Chief Hassan Aden discussed the automobile break-ins and noted that every car broken into had the doors unlocked.  Cars with locked doors were not broken in to.  He recommended that everyone keep their car doors locked even when the car is in your driveway.

There was a general discussion concerning the ACPS plan to install lights at the Hammond Middle School athletic field.  Frank Putzu, a past SHA President and a neighbor near the school, said that the City apparently does not want to engage on this issue very much even though there is ample past documentation essentially saying that lights should not be installed at the school. Joanne Lepanto, another past SHA President, said that the City Planning Commission is once again not being responsive to citizen inputs.  President Jennings said that the Planning Commission will meet on this issue on 7 June and the City Council on 25 June.  SHA will request that this issue be taken off the docket.]
Once again there was a long discussion on the BRAC-133 at Mark Center plan.  It was announced that the Congressional House National Defense Authorization Act for 2012 included a provision to authorize the Secretary of Defense to request a delay of the BRAC move to Mark Center for up to a year.  This proposal would require approval by the Senate, and signature by President Obama – which might become a long and difficult process.

President Jennings led a discussion concerning the Beauregard Corridor Plan.  She announced that she had corresponded with Ms. Donna Fossum concerning the issues, merits of the developers proposal, and what residential owners affected by this development might desire to provide inputs.  She said the next meeting of the “Stakeholders” would probably be held on 6 June.  She also discussed the proposed High Capacity Transit Corridor Work Group progress.  From her perspective, not much if anything has changed and the next meeting is scheduled for 19 May.
Former Vice-Mayor Andrew MacDonald and Mr. Boyd Walker addressed the Board concerning the proposed Waterfront Development Plan.  Mr. MacDonald said that the Planning Process for this effort is flawed in that the City wants higher density and doesn’t seem to care about citizen input.  Joanne Lepanto agreed that the Waterfront Development Plan is not adequate and the City needs to compromise with the citizens.  Mr. Walker requested SHA support in trying to get the City to postpone a vote on the Waterfront Development Plan until the Fall – preferably the October timeframe.  The SHA Board voted to have the President send correspondence to the City Council recommending delay until October citing Alexandria’s rich history and the need to fully explore the issues.  (Note: President Jennings subsequently addressed an email to the Mayor and City Council requesting a delay until further alternatives are evaluated.)
The subject of whether a proposed Admin SUP for approval of a Massage Parlor on King Street was discussed.  It appears that a full blown SUP is the appropriate vehicle for this request vice an 

Admin SUP.  President Jennings will look into it and make comments to the City Planning Department if appropriate.

The next SHA Board meeting will be held on June 9th.

The meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM.

Richard J. Hayes

Recorder

Board Members present:  Nancy Jennings, Dick Hayes, Jack Sullivan, Richard Hobson, Bruce McCarthy, Carter Flemming, Susan Palmer, Patricia Lidy, Richard Ward, Ann Henshaw, Joanne Lepanto, and Joseph Fischer.
Others in attendance:  John Smucker, Carolyn Griglione, Andrew Mac Donald, Boyd Walker, Sharon Annear, and Frank Putzu


