SHA Taskforce on BRAC-133

Meeting - February 24, 2009

The second meeting of SHA’s Taskforce on BRAC-133 was held at Panera Restaurant on Duke Street at 8:00 AM on Tuesday, February 24, 2009.  Four members attended:  Dick Hayes, Joe Fischer, Rick Ward, and Nancy Jennings.  

Focus Limited to Issues Related to the Building of BRAC-133.  The group noted a number of transportation issues in addition to access to the BRAC-133, including the Master Transportation Plan, the HOT lanes proposal, and transportation plans in the Landmark/Van Dorn small area plan.  The group observed that in Alexandria transportation improvements come after building, so we should not digress into a strategic plan but limit our focus to the roads that will be impacted by the building of BRAC-133.

Reiterated Our Design Proposal.  SHA’s Taskforce continues to believe that its plan for ramps from I-395 into Mark Center will take traffic off of Seminary Road and Beauregard Street and minimize the impact of the complex on residential neighborhoods.  None of the members of the Taskforce is a road engineer, so they look forward to design proposals from professionals to prevent more congestion.  The Taskforce also:
1. Would like to pressure VDOT to finish (May or June?) its study of the problems at this intersection so that a design, approval, funding, and construction could be completed before 2011.  The final design may have one or more slip ramps, wider and more efficient exits and roadways, and/or service roads on I-395 that move cars under Seminary Road rather than through the traffic lights.

2. Opposes any access from the HOV lanes going north toward Washington DC onto Seminary Road.  Any proposal that adds more cars to that intersection exacerbates the community’s problems.

3. Opposes plans to add a third left turn lane from Seminary Road onto Beauregard Street.

Update.  Since the January 20, 2009 meeting of the Taskforce:

· Nancy Jennings spoke at the February 5 meeting of the National Capital Planning Commission.  She argued against approval of the Army’s plans to pour foundations for the BRAC-133 until a transportation plan was developed.  As expected, the NCPC approved the Army’s plans and the foundation work began.

· Councilman Tim Lovain spoke at the February SHA meeting and heard the Taskforce’s proposal.  

· Nancy Jennings began attending Transportation Commission meetings.

· Nancy Jennings became SHA representative to the City Council Advisory Group on BRAC-133.

· No publicity yet on SHA traffic concerns or the Taskforce’s proposal.

