BRAC-133 Advisory Group

Meeting – August 20, 2009

A lot of topics were discussed at the most recent BRAC-133 Advisory Group, but fewer than half may concern SHA.

Comprehensive Traffic Plan not expected until December:  Staff is collecting new data, using old data, and modeling transportation management needs, such as three left turn lanes from Seminary Road onto Beauregard.  Bob Garbacz said the study area includes Seminary Road from George Mason Drive to Kenmore and the new medical building at Seminary and I-395.  The full picture won't be available until December 2009 when VDOT's study is finished.  Direct access into the site from all lanes of I-395 is an option under consideration.  City staff is working to redesign the road between the RIF and BRAC buildings so it is not a secure route and could bear any traffic from I-395 into Mark Center.  This delay promises an ugly opening of the BRAC and a couple of painful years for local residents until the roads are improved.

Noise Barriers on I-395 still a possibility:  Even though the HOT Lanes on I-395 are delayed because of the lack of funding, VDOT is continuing to plan the building of noise barriers along that corridor.  Nick Nicholson announced plans to submit a study in December to VDOT's "noise abatement committee" for its recommendation, then VDOT's chief engineer decides if the project(s) should be built.  Finally a survey letter will go to the "community" for a vote.  He could not tell us who would vote or how.  I have new drawings where the barriers are proposed that are as scary as the ones from last year.  No one present expressed support for the barriers and Brookville-Seminary Valley asked him how much their property values would fall when the 30-foot walls were erected across from their homes.  His answer was that homeowners in Springfield didn't object.

Open space compensation yet to be determined:  In correspondence, the Advisory Group had asked the City for the net amount of open space lost because of the BRAC development, the value of this space, and where mitigating space would be provided.  Staff had yet to get any answers.  Pat Escher said that preliminary calculations indicated two acres were lost to the development but that number may be more since the BRAC's open space is not open to the public.  One Group member--Don Buch, member at large--commented that the Army had paid $6.5 million per acre to Duke Realty, so the City should ask for a similar compensation.

Beauregard Corridor Plan coming in October:  Pat Mann announced that the City had applied for a grant of $600,000 and issued an RFP.  He expects the "community" to begin meeting in October 2009 to formulate the plan before the summer of 2010 so that the City Council can have it by the fall of 2010.  He said transportation issues were its main focus.

Topics of lesser concern:

Someone wanted to add public art to the project but it likely does not qualify.

The Winkler Botanical Preserve reported all is well.  Duke Realty discussed their plans for stormwater management (dredge three holding ponds, etc).

Despite City objections, the Remote Inspection Facility, the RIF remains part of the project.

The Army has almost hired a consultant to design a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) that will get more than 6,000 employees into a place with fewer than 4,000 parking spaces.  Likely be SAIC who will survey the future work force and then design a plan to reduce single occupant vehicles arriving on a daily basis, such as bus routes with Metro, Dash, and Pentagon shuttles and alternate work schedules as well as working at home.
