Environmental Assessment for VDOT’s Proposed Ramp 
from the I-395 HOV lanes to Seminary Road

Nan’s Thoughts as of 12 Jan 2012.

The report from the VDOT consultant is 41 pages long with many more pages of technical information and can be found at http://www.vamegaprojects.com/about-megaprojects/mark-center-taskforce/i-395-hov-ramp-environmental-assessment/

My concerns about this EA—that sees no problem with the ramp—include:

· The number of alternatives considered was inadequate because all of them focused on the Seminary Road interchange.

· The study’s conclusion about the visual impact of the ramp was confusing “no effect to the character of the study.”

· No air quality analysis was done on the Seminary Road intersections east of I-395 (in the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., neighborhoods).

· The study’s conclusion on the noise impact of the ramp was “expected to be minimal” yet “noise walls may be required.”

· Noise barriers were proposed on North Van Dorn Street, Essex Court, and along the Winkler Preserve (a wall 15’ high 1,260’ long)

· Note:  VDOT advises that noise barriers must be both feasible and reasonable to be constructed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I’m not sure how to change this project:

· The public hearing is scheduled for 25 January 2012 from 7-9 pm at the Hammond Middle School, 4646 Seminary Road.  (Snow date is 1 February 2012.)

· Project information is available at www.vamegaprojects.com, at the public hearing, or at VDOT’s Northern Virginia District Office at 4975 Alliance Drive in Fairfax. Please call ahead at 800-FOR-ROAD (800-367-7623) or TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate personnel are available to answer your questions. Property impact information and relocation assistance policies are available for review at the above address and will be available at the public hearing. 

· Give your written or oral comments at the hearing or submit them by February 10, 2012 to Robert Iosco, Environmental Engineer at the VDOT District Office address above. You may also e-mail comments to meeting_comments@vdot.virginia.gov. Please reference “I-395 HOV/Transit Ramp” in the subject line. 
