City Council of Alexandria, Virginia 
Public Hearing Meeting
Saturday, February 20, 2016

Open Mike
Concerns about the Plans for Expansion of Patrick Henry School and its Recreation Facility

by
Nancy R. Jennings


Good Morning 

My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am President of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc. (SHA), and speak on its behalf today about City plans to expand Patrick Henry School and its recreation favility.  

In January, SHA sent a letter to you strongly recommending that five requirements to be included in the DSUP for the proposed new recreation center attached to the expanded Patrick Henry School.  A copy of this letter was provided again to you this morning.

The present configuration of green space around Patrick Henry School has been important in the lives of many neighborhoods in the West End including Seminary Hill, Strawberry Hill, and Seminary Valley.  
· The Parks and Recreation Department survey of Alexandria residents has demonstrated that accessible green space for informal outdoor recreation is a principal interest of City residents.  
· In addition, the joint ACPS and City of Alexandria Long Range Education Facilities Plan states that “school sites shall avoid any net loss of open space on the property and seek to improve the quality of the open space on existing sites.”  
Ironically, this new recreation center has the effect of reducing prime green space for informal outdoor recreation.  Every effort must be made to preserve and protect the land that remains.

We look to you to require that the DSUP for this project as brought forth from the Planning Office contains the five provisions that SHA outlined.

1. The proposed recreation center should be attached to the school, as at present.

2. Park amenities that would be eliminated by the current plan—namely the tennis courts and the basketball court—should be replaced on other parts of the Patrick Henry tract.

3. Neighborhood access to the remaining green space on the tract should be maximized.  There should be no fenced or lighted artificial turfed fields that would limit recreational use by neighbors and other West End residents.

4. Automobile entrances and parking lots for the school and recreation center should be off Taney Avenue, as is presently the case; and there should be no curb cuts on Latham Street to ensure safety.

5. A neighborhood advisory group—made up of surrounding homeowners and other residents—should be created when the DSUP is approved and it should be consulted through the period of construction and afterward during the active use of these new facilities.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, SHA continues to support City projects that meet the needs of our children, preserve our neighborhoods, and improve the quality of life in the West End.

Thank you.

