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Good Morning

My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am President of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc. (SHA), and speak today on its behalf.

Citizens’ time and energy are being diverted and wasted by controversial issues unrelated to improving the quality of education in Alexandria.  I spoke to you last month about one debacle and wish to update you on it and call to your attention another.

· I'm sure you are aware of the discord related to the real estate developments at the expanded Patrick Henry School and Rec Center.  The ACPS and School Board chose Option Al over the Advisory Committee's recommended Option Cl, claiming it was cheaper.  Within two weeks, the ACPS discovered that Al did not take into account the cost of a third floor nor the cost of moving Dominion Virginia's power lines.  Option Cl does not have either of these additional expenses and has less square footage.  Continuing on with Al as the ACPS is doing is a further waste of taxpayer money.

· The newest debacle relates to a Resolution from the ACPS, which we oppose.  It came out on October 6th and claims there are reasons to change the nature and composition of the T. C. Williams Community Advisory Committee.  You have a handout of that Resolution with edits in red made by the ACPS earlier this week.  You also have a LONG letter from TC neighbors about the problems with the original Resolution.  The School Board held a public meeting last Thursday and is supposed to vote on the Resolution in less than two weeks (October 27th). 

Let me call to your attention to a couple of problems with this edited version of the Resolution:

· It calls for a “permanent forum” when one already exists.  The Advisory Committee has met since 2007 and members have copies of the minutes of these meetings that the ACPS has not made available to the School Board or the Superintendent.

· The Resolution adds members from groups who do not live adjacent to the school; one of which may not exist at all.

In addition:

· Karl Moritz, the City's Planning Director, sent an email on January 11, 2016 to ACPS Chief of Operations Clarence Stokes and expressed doubts about his plans saying they were inconsistent with standard City practice and did not meet the intent of Condition 69 of the DSUP #2002-0044, “to provide a permanent forum for the discussion and resolution of neighborhood issues that arise as a result of the ongoing operation of the new high school.”

Finally, 

· At a meeting on September 27th, SHA Board Member Jack Sullivan asked School Board Member Bill Campbell whether it was true that the school lawyer had suggested that trying to alter the purpose and makeup of the Advisory Committee was an easier road to achieve ACPS objectives than trying formally to rescind Provision 69 of DSUP 2013-0014.  Mr. Campbell enthusiastically admitted that was true.

The ACPS and School Board have real problems in terms of capacity and performance and should invest their time and funds in solving those problems rather than hiring a lawyer and contracting developers to foist expensive facilities, which we do not want, into our neighborhoods.
