Alexandria City Council Meeting
Saturday, December 17, 2016

Docket Item #7
DSUP #2016-0009 for of Patrick Henry School and Recreation Facility

By

Nancy R. Jennings

Good Morning:

My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am President of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc. (SHA), and speak on its behalf—again—in opposition to the plan before you to expand Patrick Henry School and its recreation facility and in favor of a previous plan that was developed by the ACPS.

As noted in the staff report, SHA members found that the process resulting in this design was flawed and that the School Board chose a design that was not recommended by the Advisory Group.  There were 18 public meetings and the decision to go with this design was justified by the turnout at only one of these meetings where many parents and advocates for pedestrian and bicycle safety came out.  Do note that the parents were well represented on the Advisory Group; they had two from the PTA and one at-large.  If members of SHA had known that this ONE meeting would determine the option selected by the School Board, more of us would have attended that night.

SHA remains concerned about the massive buildings that will deplete green space and may cause storm-water runoff problems.  Members are also concerned about the structural integrity of the design, since Seminary Hill is composed of marine clay and this site has a 70-foot grade change.  The classrooms will require a retaining wall that is likely to be complicated and expensive.  Also, the need for the roof structures to violate the 60-foot zoning limit is not clear.

SHA’s main objection to this option is that it will move bus and truck traffic that currently uses a neighborhood collector street onto three streets that are designated residential and run through two neighborhoods.  Moving this heavy traffic onto those streets will negatively impact property values and the quality of life for the 7 homes on Latham Street, which sit across from the school, and for more than 58 other homes on Latham and Peacock and Polk Avenues.  

Good neighborhoods make good schools.  Channeling heavy traffic onto narrow neighborhood streets will degrade the roadways as well as the neighborhoods, which ultimately will degrade the school.  SHA members continue to request that there be no access to the school from Latham Street.

Bottom line, Seminary Hill members ask that you NOT approve this DSUP request and direct the applicant to relocate the bus access to the school from Taney Avenue rather than from Latham Street.
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