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Members of the Planning Commission:

My name is Nancy Jennings, and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am President of Seminary Hill Association, Inc., and speak tonight on its behalf.

This Safeway store sits in a prominent place among entrances to Alexandria and on historical land—Menokin—that was once owned by Cassius Lee and often visited by Robert E. Lee.  On one side across King Street is the Fairlington National Historic Register Site and on the other side across West Braddock Road is The Episcopal High School that was founded in 1839.  When Seminary Hill residents were first introduced to this project in June, the Safeway representative, its legal counsel, and the architect assured us that the new bigger Safeway would fit in architecturally with the neighborhoods and that they would work with us about any concerns.  The applicant has failed to do either of these.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Since that first meeting, some Seminary Hill residents have attended as many public meetings about the project as possible to get information and discuss our concerns.  The Board of Directors of Seminary Hill held two special meetings about this project in August and October.  I personally have requested information four different times without getting it.  This is the first that we have head of any plans from T&ES for dysfunction junction.  We citizens spent several years on a City taskforce that came out with different plans for this intersection.  I personally do not understand why Safeway’s delivery trucks need to go through dysfunction junction when an access route could be built from King Street onto their property rather than a random commercial building.  As a result of the lack of response to our concerns, on October 26, 2011, the Board of Directors of Seminary Hill passed a motion that:

The Seminary Hill Association, Inc., opposes the rezoning of the Bradlee Safeway store as now proposed as a ‘Big Box’ store for a number of reasons including the delivery truck service route, the parking reduction, the increase in FAR, and the mass and scale of the project.

Thank you.
