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Good Evening,
[bookmark: _GoBack]My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive in Alexandria.  I am President of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., and will speak on its behalf tonight.
Forty years ago, in the 1970s, the City—using eminent domain—seized the property of a Seminary Hill community—over their objections—and built T. C. Williams High School in the middle of a Seminary Hill neighborhood that dated back to the 1800s.  Many families from that neighborhood still live there on Woods Avenue and Woods Place.
Fifteen years ago, the City wanted to expand the size of T. C. Williams High School and went again to the same Seminary Hill neighborhood and asked for more.
Both times Seminary Hill residents negotiated in good faith for an outcome beneficial to students and one that would allow them to enjoy their community.
When the current school campus was planned, Seminary Hill residents asked that the parking garage be put under the building and that the football stadium be moved closer to King Street.  The City denied both requests and the restriction on lighting was brokered; specifically, Condition # 85 of the DSUP.  This restriction—which constitutes a critical part of the DSUP—allowed the City and ACPS to build an enormous complex that looms over neighboring properties.  
Last year, when the School Board wanted to build new tennis courts with lights, Condition 85 was modified, over some concerns, to allow for lighted courts.  No deal was brokered and no benefits were given to the community, although at that time, the City did reaffirm the prohibition of lights on the football stadium and other athletic fields.
So, now, less than a year later, you are asking for more?
The Seminary Hill Association, Inc., is only opposed to lights on athletic fields where they have a negative impact on the quality of life in Alexandria.  There are lights on the soccer field at Fort Ward Park.  There are lights on the tennis courts and the field at Minnie Howard.  There are lights on the tennis courts at Chinquapin Park.  There are lights at Witter field and Ben Brenman field.  None of these lights are 20 feet from someone’s back yard.  
The Seminary Hill Association has opposed lights where they would have a negative impact.  For example, SHA opposed lights on the new soccer field at Hammond Middle School because of the negative impacts on the Varsity Park neighborhood.  SHA continues to oppose lights on the stadium at T. C. Williams High School because of the negative impacts on two neighborhoods:  Chapel Hill and the one represented by the Seminary Civic Association on Woods Avenue and Woods Place.
SHA is disappointed that our elected officials cannot be trusted to do what is right and abide by agreements they have made.  Condition 85 is not an old long-standing agreement but a new one, less than one-year old.  Nothing has happened in the past 6 months that warrants a change.  In addition, the lack of public disclosure of the plans to do a feasibility study of lights at the stadium has increased the distrust of our elected officials.  This study was not publicly announced to those most impacted.  Residents only learned of it from media contacts and campaigns on Twitter and Facebook.  And now, the study has not been produced as promised which leads to further distrust.  
Finally, the Seminary Hill Association is concerned that what happened in 2010 does not happen again.  Because of the campaigns and negative press about opposition to lights at the stadium, Carter Flemming and I were personally attacked.  I was called names, which were not accurate, and I was verbally abused during a public meeting.  Back in 2010, the Alexandria police opened an investigation into the threats, which included emails from as far away as Texas and California.  SHA took down its website for a few months, some Board Members changed their email addresses, and most Board Members removed their home address from the SHA website.  
Reason had prevailed somewhat since then, until this feasibility study was leaked to the media.  SHA understands the desires of some to light the stadium, but opposes doing so because of the negative impact on the quality of life, the loss of property values, and the breach of trust with the school’s neighbors.  This study has increased distrust of elected officials, wasted valuable tax dollars, and alienated residents who have supported T. C. Williams.  Consideration of the feasibility study NOW is irresponsible, unethical, and indefensible.
Thank you.
