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Good Evening,
My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive in Alexandria.  I am President of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., and will speak on its behalf tonight.
I spoke to you in June about the history of relations between the City and our residents, who have negotiated in good faith for an outcome that is beneficial to our students and would allow us to enjoy our homes and community.  Despite our continuing concerns about lighting the existing field at T. C. Williams—and the City’s broken promises—you requested a feasibility study in June for adding lights to the stadium.
· The focus of this study by Kimley-Horn was very narrow and indicates that lights on the field would not meet zoning regulations because they will shed too many foot-candles of light onto two properties.
· The study did not cover lighting for the stadium, only the field.  It did not assess the impact and cost of other lights that will be needed for the bleachers and the concession stand.
· Of note, most of the existing vegetation between the school and peoples’ homes is not evergreen and would only buffer light for about six months a year.
Rather than moving this incomplete study forward, you may want to expand its focus to include other sites for a lighted stadium, such as closer to King Street on the T. C. Williams campus or at Minnie Howard or at G. W.
Let me state again that Seminary Hill Association is ONLY opposed to lights on athletic fields where they have a negative impact on the quality of life in Alexandria.  We understand the desires of some to light this field at T. C. but oppose it because of the negative impact on our lives, the loss of property values, and the lack of trust between us and you and other City officials.
· This feasibility study indicates that lighting the T. C. Williams’ football field is NOT feasible and should direct you to look at alternate sites.
· If you truly want to build a lighted football stadium for T. C. Williams, work with us again—as was done in the past—to find ways to meet student needs for both classrooms and playing fields.  Don’t push this incomplete plan forward.
Thank you.
