November 10, 2017


To Members of the TC Williams Advisory Committee:

In preparation for the Community meeting on November 27th where the inclusion of stadium lighting for Parker Gray Stadium will be brought forward, Seminary Hill Association, Inc. (SHA) and Seminary Civic, representing the Woods Avenue community, want to make our position on this matter very clear to you.

As you are aware, Seminary Hill Association and Seminary Civic are the two civic associations that are immediately adjacent to the TC campus. Beginning in 2002, representatives from these two civic associations, along with North Ridge and HOAs across King Street, spent years attending meetings as members of the Construction Advisory Committee for the construction of the new TC Williams. During these meetings, numerous issues were discussed and resolved with input from these adjacent neighbors. The school was being greatly enlarged, the height limit was being greatly increased from the current zoning standards, and the building was moving closer to neighbors in the rear. It is important to note that the state-mandated standard for schools is 25 acres and TC sits on only 19 acres, so neighbors are even closer than they would be if the TC campus met state regulations for size.

Seminary Hill Association, Seminary Civic, and the adjacent neighbors worked cooperatively with the school and did not oppose or take any legal action regarding these changes. As we discussed in many meetings and memorandums that are discussed in the Executive Summary to the DSUP, the major concern of adjacent neighbors was the location and noise of the football stadium and the change to artificial turf, which would increase the usage of the field. Neighbors suggested a relocation of the stadium away from nearby homes, but the school architects and administrators decided not to pursue this option for aesthetic concerns and possible increased costs to the project. 

As a part of the lengthy negotiations in response to the concerns raised by SHA about the stadium, a Condition was placed on the DSUP Site Plan.  This condition is known as Condition 85 and it reads: 

“No permanent stadium lighting shall be installed at the School stadium or on any other athletic fields, including the proposed new practice field.”  

It is important to recognize that conditions placed on DSUPs are part of the approval process for a project as it moves toward final approval by the city. They are NOT suggestions of things that MIGHT be nice to do; they are REQUIREMENTS to obtain the building permit and the Certificate of Occupancy for any project that is approved by the city. 

Contrary to what some school officials have said recently, this Condition was thoroughly vetted by all parties and agreed to by the school system. It was not, as has been implied by some parties, a last minute, misunderstood provision that the neighbors somehow got included in the DSUP and the school system was not aware of. The school system acknowledged the verbal agreement that the stadium would not be lit, which had been made with the Woods Avenue community decades earlier when their family land was taken by the city to build the original TC Williams. Condition 85 was a written recognition that Parker Gray Stadium is located too close to residential homes to become a lighted, heavily used stadium facility. Today, nothing has changed in terms of the physical location of the stadium, and yet, the school system now would have you believe that with “improvements” in lighting technology since 2005, having a lit stadium in their back yards would pose no problems for adjacent neighbors. 

It is also important to know that the effects of a lighted stadium are not merely limited to the intrusion of light into adjacent properties. As SHA, Seminary Civic, and neighborhood representatives have discussed with school officials for decades now, noise is as much a factor from the stadium facility as is light. The enormous increase in usage of the field if lights were permitted would result in a nearly constant level of noise into the surrounding communities that is well above current sound ordinances. One of the numerous examples of use of the lighted stadium proposed by TC Williams in earlier documents would be night-time band practice. Due to the proximity of the stadium to homes, residents can currently hear band practice, athletic practices, and games inside their homes with no artificial sound amplification, and with windows and doors closed. 

There have been suggestions that the school system would agree to a numerical limitation on the number of night-time events at a lighted stadium. While this might seem like a reasonable compromise, SHA and Seminary Civic would argue that such an agreement would have no legal standing at all, and would likely be “amended” each year to include more events. The current effort to remove Condition 85 indicates to SHA and the neighbors that the school system has no respect for legal conditions, or for the impact on neighbors, their quality of life, and their property values. It is logical to conclude that the school system would never adhere to any compromise that might be agreed upon to limit the night-time use of the stadium. It is important to note that the football field is approximately 30 feet from the nearest neighbors. As a comparison, fields in Fairfax County must be a minimum of 150 feet from any neighbor.  

SHA and Seminary Civic have repeatedly asked the School Board to consider constructing a lighted football stadium at George Washington Middle School. As some of you are aware, there was a 15,000-seat lighted stadium there, and this is where the famous Titan football team played their football games that are depicted in the “Remember the Titans” movie. There is far more space at GW, since there were two separate football fields there at one time – GW and Parker Gray. It is now just one very large field area. GW is located in a much different environment than TC Williams. It abuts Metro and Amtrak tracks and has a huge buffer between the field areas and Braddock Road and Mt. Vernon Avenue. And yet, the School Board and school administrators have never spent any time or resources considering this solution to provide a lighted stadium with no restrictions for our high school athletes. They insist upon proceeding forward with a contentious process to remove Condition 85 and create an all-city stadium in a location that is grossly inappropriate for such a facility.

SHA and Seminary Civic, therefore, strongly oppose the effort by ACPS to remove Condition 85 from the DSUP that has been in place since the construction of TC Williams began in 2004. As you are aware, there are no representatives on the Advisory Committee from SHA or Seminary Civic, because we believe that the composition and purpose of this committee is in direct conflict with Condition 69 of the DSUP that sets forth the parameters of the Community Advisory Committee that operated from 2007 until former Superintendent Crawley changed its scope and membership. Its purpose is no longer to provide “a forum for the discussion and resolution of neighborhood issues” from “adjoining neighborhoods”, as Condition 69 states, but it has been diluted and broadened to add representatives who are not adjoining neighbors, and have no reason to be concerned about the operational impact that school decisions have on the actual neighbors. This is not a criticism of current members, but it is the reality of the change that Dr. Crawley instituted a year ago, despite vigorous protests from SHA and Seminary Civic.  We appreciate your service on this committee, but our associations made the decision that we should not send representatives to serve on a committee whose composition and purpose are in direct conflict with Condition 69 of the DSUP for TC Williams.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We hope that the Community Advisory Committee will agree with the two adjoining Civic Associations to oppose the lighting of Parker Gray Stadium. Thank you for your consideration of this issue which will negatively affect the quality of life for neighboring residents and once again, disrespect the Woods Avenue community, who has already been subjected to the injustice of losing their homes in the 1960’s by eminent domain so that the original TC Williams could be built on their properties. It is time to honor the agreement that was made with the neighbors and codified by Condition 85 in the DSUP when the “new” TC Williams was built. 

In the main hall of TC Williams there are large gold letters that read, “Fulfill The Promise.”  While that “promise” may encompass many different things to many different people, it should certainly include the promise made to neighbors not to light Parker Gray Stadium. As members of the Community Advisory Committee, we hope you will vote to protect the communities around TC Williams from efforts to degrade their quality of life. Thank you very much.




Nancy R. Jennings, President				Fran Terrell, President
Seminary Hill Association, Inc.				Seminary Civic Association
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