
City Council of Alexandria, Virginia 
October 13, 2018

Docket Item #10
DSUP #2017-0016,  Parker Gray Stadium Modernization


Good Morning

My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am president of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., but I will yield the five minutes given to my group to our vice president Carter Flemming and only speak for three.  

Earlier I sent a resolution to you that Seminary Hill passed on September 23rd in opposition to the repeal of Condition 85 of the DSUP for T. C. Williams High School that bans permanent lights on the field at Parker-Gray Stadium.  Contrary o what was said earlier, we are not opposed to lights—we have them at Fort Ward and Minnie Howard—we are opposed to them at this field.  Also note, we are not opposed to the stadium renovations, just the lights.

I further argue that this change to the DSUP will set an unwanted precedent to abolish the City’s DSUP process itself and will lead to the abrogation of any DSUP without regard to negative impacts on neighboring properties, including financial costs.  

As many of you know, Seminary Hill Association is an umbrella organization that represents nine neighborhoods with a total of about 2,000 property owners.  The homes on Woods Avenue and Woods Place—once derogatorily referred to as “Mud Town”—is represented by Seminary Civic Association, one of these nine groups—we know it as Area 1—and you will hear from their members, as well.  Let me just say, they have suffered enough, do not intensify the assault on them by allowing 80-foot lights to be put in their backyards.

As a former history teacher, I must note that this Association represents an historic community with families that settled near Fort Ward during the Civil War and were moved in the 1960s to make way for a park and then moved again in the 1970s to make way for T. C. Williams.  The pledge by the ACPS that is expressed in Condition #85—to not put lights on the school’s playing field—is decades old and must be respected and sustained.  In the past four decades, it has been reaffirmed twice.  If you want to remember the Titans accurately, you would build a stadium with lights where they played back in the 1970s NOT at Parker-Gray.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]While the lights in themselves would be ugly and intrusive, our main concern about lighting this field is that it will increase the intensity of its usage.  The noise from the field NOW is often unbearable, such as the whistles during all-day track meets and whenever the sound system is used.  Other problems related to the field include the dearth of parking, trash, drinking, students climbing over the fence and cutting through private property, and couples having sex within view of the neighbors.  Putting lights on this field would destroy any quality of life now enjoyed by my neighbors because their problems with this field would extend past sunset, 365 nights a year, until 10 pm.  

Please do NOT abolish the DSUP process that has protected the quality of life on Seminary Hill—and elsewhere in the City—and honor the agreement made with us by retaining Condition 85 that prohibits stadium lights on this playing field.  Then begin plans to build a new stadium with us and the newly elected members of Council.

Thank you.












Resolution of the Board of Directors of Seminary Hill Association, Inc.

Re:  DSUP #2017-0016,  Parker Gray Stadium Modernization


Be it resolved:  The Board of Directors of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., a civic association representing more than 2,000 homes, strongly supports the residents of the Woods neighborhood and other neighbors in opposing the repeal of Condition #85 of the DSUP for T.C. Williams High School, that bans permanent lights at Parker-Gray Stadium.   Given the hours of operation proposed by the ACPS for the stadium, if lighting is approved, it is clear that homeowners adjacent to or near the stadium will have their quality of life and their enjoyment of property affected adversely and massively.  The pledge by the ACPS that is expressed in Condition #85 must be respected and sustained.

Adopted by the Board of Directors on September 23, 2018.
