The Transportation Commission met on May 6, 2009 and discussed the following topics:
 

1.  Minutes of the April 1, 2009 meeting.
 

2.  LRP/TIP Project Prioritization is a system the Transportation Commission is devising to prioritize transportation projects in the City.  The LRP will rate projects according to seven criteria/categories, which is actually more than seven since some of them have subcategories.  Then the top projects will be listed under the TIP (Transportation Improvement Plan) with their source(s) of funding.  Next month the Commission will try a dry run of their system on several projects to see if it covers all of the necessary criteria; for example, economic benefits, traffic calming, livability, and zoning.
 

3.  Updates on the Federal Economic Stimulus Package will be given at the next meeting.  City staff is still working on this in secret with the feds and may have something to tell the public in June.  Tim Lovain advised that projects under this program will be in the $20-300 million range and will likely go toward port improvements rather than building BRT services for Northern Virginia.
 

4.  Regional Bus Network will remain basically the same for Alexandria because the City poinied up the funding to keep the current routes.  One will be tweaked to eliminate places with no ridership.
 

5.  Commission updates:
 

HOT Lanes on I-395 inside the  Beltway are still a concern; City questions about their feasibility were sent on March 24 but have yet to be answered.  The BRT on I-395 and the transit center at Seminary Road are in the design phase and appear unworkable, especially considering the successful transportation center at Southern Towers and the Army proposal for another transportation center at the BRAC-133.  The City staff will meet with HOT Lanes consultant next week (May 13-15) on this issue.
 

BRAC-133 continues to create many concerns and has caused frustration because of the lack of coordination among parties involved.  VDOT study just out recommended access from I-395 into the site.  City Planning Department has recommended site changes related to traffic issues inside the site, such as a traffic circle, moving the garages, and relocating peripheral structures.
 

Potomac Yard Metro sites are still being studied for locating a metro stop at Potomac Yard.  Above ground stations cost around $150 million.  Preference is to have the stop closer to the shops than originally planned.  Some problems with Park Service easements.  Cost of the project most likely will have to be born by developer proffers.  A traffic study is underway for a 2.5 FAR with and without the Metro in that area.
 

